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Aptil 4, 2013

Lawrence Kissner, Commissioner
Dapartment for Medicald Services .
Cabinet for Health and Famlly Setvices
275 East Maln Street, BW-A

* Frankfort, KY 40821

Re: Support for Medicald E}é‘pansion

Dear Commissionar Kissner,

On behalf of the coalitions which ars patt of the Advocacy Actlon Network {and are deseribed on
the attached page) and the hundreds of thousands of Kentuckians for whom we advocate, | am
wiiting to urge Governor Steve Beshear o fake action which will resuft In the expansion of
Medicald eligibillty In Kentucky to 136% of the federal poverly [evel. This opporlunity — made
available under the Affordable Gare Act (AGA) — will exténd heallh cate Goverage to more than

- 300,000 Kentu_ck[ans,

The Comimonwealth has heen ralréd for years In an endless oycle of poverty, low educational
achleverment, dand poot health, All of these are Tnextiicably linked with each other and affect the
quality of life avallable to Kentuckians. They also result in diminished opportunity to produce the
healthy and weli-educated workforce that we nead for improved and sustainable econormlc

growth. ..our ticket out of poverty.

Reduycing by one-half the number of Kentuckians who are uninsured and are, therefore, unabls
{0 access health care seivices when they first need them wiii not only raiss the level of good
health In the Commonwealth, but Wil result In cost-savings as well. Many of these Kenfuckians
are among the "working poor” wheo do not have health insurance avaflable to them,

Cur coalifon members know full well the value of the Medlcald programIn addressing the needs
of those with behavioral hesith diagnoses and disahllities of all kinds, While the fransition to

. managed care for members and providers has been marted by significant problems In access
and relmbursetnent, we are hopeful that the Medicaid Expansion will bo implemented in such a

way that these same 1ssties are not encountered.

The predictions of individuals fo ba served, health outcomes fo be achieved, economic growth
io he realized, and qualily of life to be etjoyed all polnt to a simple conclusfon: Médicald
Expansion [s good for Kentucky's health, good for Kentucky's economy, aid good for

© Kentuoky's psoplel We look forward to Governor Bashean's actlon lo make this a realiiy!

Thank you for yéur gohslderation, Our coalitlon leaders and members stand ready to assist in
any way that we can. ) '

Sl
% . él:mg'r} L. 72

Executive Director .

T8 Sanre Avorue, Site 212 @ Loulsville, KY 40207 _
_Phone! (802) 694-0222 ¢ "Toll Frog: (877) 594-0222 ¢ Fax: (502) H94-0885
actionotfice@belsouthnel ¢ www.AdvocacyActionnet
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KY MENTAL HEALTH COALITION (KMHC) — This coalilion was ssfablished In 1982 by fine imental
health organizationis to support collaboration and to speak with ons advocacy volce for the
Prevention-and treatment of mental ilness and the promotion of mental health. In 2003, the KMHC
membership approved a reffamed and broadened rission; To bring together the collective volcas, of

consumers, family members, advocates and providers to educate the public, to engage policy

makers and lo Increase the resources necessary fo address the Commonwsalth's human service
needs while lmproving the mental healiti and well-being of all Kentucklans, Voting membership in
KMHG is limited to organizations, 80 of which are owrent membars; Individuals may also joln. The
member organlzations pay annual dues which vary as to whether they are statewlde or local and
whether they are advocacy organizations, service delivery agencies or professional assoclatlons.

KENTUCKY MEDICAID GONSORTIUM — This group was Inittally begun in 2000 to respond lo
federal threats to significantly cut funding from the faderal level to state Medicald programs. As
Inttlally organized, the Consorthim worked on both faderal and sfate funding Issues, as well as
focuslng on the need for Improved accass to quallty services: Out of tho Consortium moetings grew
a coalltton with particular etmphasis on assuring Kenfucky's children access to healthcare services
thraugh KCHIF, and a coalition with partlcular focus on long-term care lssues, Aftar a perfod of

. relatlve Inactivily, the Consortlum was feorganized and renewed I 2008, in response fo the Inlliative
of the Flelcher Administration to draft and flle a "supar walver” transforming Kentucky's Medicald
program, The mambership of the Gonsortium, currenily at 70 organzations, Is open lo any group
which endorses the Consortium's principles; there are o dues for membera. -

THE UNITED 874K DISABILITIES GOALITION (874K)— Establlshed In 2004, this coalitlon seeks fo
bring together and strengthen the volces ‘of tha growing number of Kentuclklans (874,000-plus) who
are identified as having a disabilily which nterferes with activities of dally living, The 874K
Disabililies Goalilions Is comprised of organizations representing individuals with disabilities, their
family members, advocates, providers and concerned citizens. The advocacy events sponsored by
874K are held in Frankfort during the legistative sesslon with the goal of giving Individuals affectad
by disabliities the opportunity to meet the Governor and key Cablnet offlcials, thelr state lsglstators
and staff, and the media. Typlcal attendance s balween 700.and 1,000 individuals from all parts of
Kentucky. Sponsorship opportunities for these advocacy avents are aoffored to organizations wishing
to confribule to support 874K's mission and vislon for full inclusion of all individuals with disabilities.

KENTUCKIANS FOR HEALTHCARE REEORM (KHCR) ~ This coalllton was organized in 1993 In
response to Governor Brerefon Jones’ call for beld new Inilatives to make health cars affordable
and accessible (o all Kentucklans, KHCR wrote and adopled princlples agalnst which all gioposals
- for reform were Judged. The Coalitlon has been recogiized by leglslators, the administraifon,
insurers, providers, and the, media as being. the volcs of consumers of health care services In.
Kentucky. The membership of KHCR has Included a humbér of health-related and disabilfies-
related organizations, as well as falth-hased, civic and educational groups. There are no dues for
membership. KHCR leadershlp was Instrumigntal in the lawsult which recovered $45M from Anthem
to establish the Foundatlon for a Healthy Kentucky, Currently, KHCR is working closely with KY
Voices for Health and with the Foundation to increase coverage for Kenlucky's 639,000+ unlnsured,

. FORMORE INFORMATION ON ANY OF THESE GROUPS OR TO REGEIVE ENMIAIL ALERTS: )

[y

e e s

120 Sears Avenue, Suita 212 © Loulsviile, KY 40207.
Phone: (802) 894-0222 o Toll Frop! {877) 894-0222 o Fax: {802) 894-0635
actionoffica@bellsoulhiiel o www.AdvocacyActionnet




420 Capliat Ave.
Franklo, K 40601
Office: 602,875-2205
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Cell: 602,320-2680.
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Chapler Executive Commfiles

President
Erio Bosley, MD, FAAP

" Yice Presldent
Kimberly Boland, MD, FAAP

Sacrelarylfreasurer
Reb Tegher, MD, FAAR

Immedlate Past President
- Stephen Church, MD, FAAP

. Chapler Exetutive Director

Mary P, York

American Academy of Pediatrics
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CH[LDREN"

Kentucky Chapter

March 26, 2013

© Commissioner Lawrence Kissner

Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Depattment of Medfoaid Services
2475 Bast Main Street, 6W-A .

. Yrankfoit, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

'On behalf of the Ametican Academy of Pediatrlcs, K'Y Chapter, 1 would like to
encourage you fo support the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in the
Com;nonweal'{h. Medicaid coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and
families with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level as [ntended by the Affordable
Cate Act, The expansion is an opporfunity fo enhance the healih of Kentucky. Itisa
great bargaln for the Commonwealth. . This is a great chance to better Kentucky's health
status and economy, Here are some of the reasons we hope you take advantags of this

chance:

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured, Over 400,000 of them
could be covered by the expansion, . .

"o Having so many uninsured affects all of us, The apuual costs associated with
uninsured Kentuckians are estimated af more than $1 billion,

e I{enméky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in ferms of
mottality, cancer, and cardlovascular disease, Research by the Harvard School

of Public' Health suggests that by expand ing eoverage, Kenfucky can reduce its
death rate by 6% .

"o The federal government WEH cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for
three years. Kentucky can cover hundieds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

o . Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.

That is only a fiaction of the many reasons why expansion s good idea for Kentucky.
We hope you wiil agres with us and move forward with the expansion.

Sincerely,

. & %omﬁ. 09, FRAE

President, KY AAP Chapter




Healthcare is a right, K
nota privilege! | _
LEARR MORE AT COVERAGE-COUNTS.ORG

Governor Steve Beshear
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100
Frankfort, KY 40601}

Dear Governor Beshear,

On behalf of our organizations that represent thousands of patiénts with chironic and life
threatening diseases, we thank you for your decision to expand Medicaid in Kéntucky. As you
well know, not only will this expansion benefit 288,000 residents of Kentucky, but it will also
cut uncompensated care costs by approximately $451 million dollars.

Accepting federal funds to allow fow income adults access (o health care will allow morc
Kentucky residents to see a doctor regularly, access preventative services and avoid unnecessary
visits to the emergency room. Access to these services enhances the likelihood of preventing life
threatening diseases as well as treating disease with the most offective therapies possible for

these patients.

Health care disparitics have long existed between those with low incomes and the rest of the
United States population. By taking this first, important step, you give these people a chance to
lead healthy, productive lives. Importantly, this policy will provide security to hard-working and
low income families. ‘

Thank you again for making this decision critical to the future of patients in Kentueky, Let us
know how we can be a resouree for you in the future as you tackle the challenges of health care

issues moving forward.

Sincerely,

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Association
Blue Ribbon Advocacy Alliance Colon Cancer Alliance

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Komen for the Cure

National Patient Advocaie Foundation International Mycloma Foundation

AAPD ‘ Cancer Support Community

NAMI LiveSTRONG

Fight Colorectal Cancer Lung Cancer Alliance

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance - 901 E Strecr, NW #405 Washinglon, DC 20004 - 202-331-1332




AARP Kentucky T 86G-205-7275
. 10401 Linn Station Road ~ F 502-423-7031
Sulte 121 ‘
Loudsville, KY 40223 L
" www.aap.org/ky

March 22, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 E. Main Strect 6-WA

. Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

As a nonprofit, nonpartisan social welfare organization with a membership and offices in all 50
states, AARP’s mission is to help people 50+ have independence, choice and control in ways
that are beneficial and affordable to them and sooiety as a whole. We seek to help older -
Americans live long and healthy lives. For AARP’s 459,000 members in Kentucky, we strongly
urge you to expand Medicaid to Kentuckians with incomes up to 133 percent of the federal -

* poverty line (138 percent with'the 5 pércent income distegard), as.set forth in the Affordable

Care Act (ACA).

Medicaid expansion under the ACA will both expand access fo health care for people who
desperately need it, and save the state money. This issue is particularly important to AARP
members who are age 50+ but not yet eligible for Medicare. During this historic economic
recession, many of these individuals have lost their jobs and their employer-sponsored insurance
coverage. Morcover, while people with incomes from 100-400% of the federal poverty rate will
be eligible for the federal tax subsidy to partially offset the cost of their insurance beginning in
2014, without exercising the Medicaid expansion option, Kentucky will effectively createa
coverage gap in the state for those under 100% of poverty.

. AARP is helping older Americans who’ve lost their jobs, are struggling to find new ones and
can't get affordable healih care. We believe expanding Medicaid will help thousands of 50 to
64-year-olds who’ve.lost their jobs or are struggling in jobs without health benefits but don't

currently qualify for Medicaid.

Expandihg Medicaid will provide coverage for hardworking people who’ve paid in all their lives
but are now struggling to make ends meet. In addition, it will give people without insurance
access to preventive care that can save lives, and ease dangerous and expensive eniergency room

- overcrowding that hurts all of us.

According to research from AARP’s Public Policy Institute, sxpanding Medicaid would provide
health coverage for an estimated 47,637 uninsured Kentucky residents aged 50-64, based on the o
number of Kentucky residents aged 50-64 who wete living at or below 138 percent of poverty in
2010, Older adults are particulatly vulnerable to deterioration in function and health status if

they do not havé health coverage, inevitably increasing their need for and use of health and long

ferm care,

Robert G, Romasco, President
Addizan Barey Band. Chief Fxecutivae Dfffcer




In Kentucky, according to a recent Urban Institute report!, approximately 399,000 individuals
would become eligible for coverage in 2014, Itis noteworthy that Medicaid enrollment will
increase whether or not a state accepts the expansion option. Bxchanges and their Navigators are
required to conduct outreach and education for all health care coverage programs, including
Medicaid, and it is anticipated that some of those currently eligible under existing state Medicaid
standards will enroll as a result. Medicaid enrollment may also increase, independent of a state’s
expansion decision, as states implement the ACA provisions that simplify the application and

eligibility determination processes.

‘There has been some concern that by increasing the number of individuals who receive
Medicaid, the cost to the state will increase dramatically. By choosing to expand Medicaid
Kentucky can benefit from.the new federal matching rate of 100%, rather than the FY2012
match rate of 70.55%, should it opt fo move forward with expansjon beginning in 2014.

-those who are the most vulnerable and in most need of
the state would be able to fund the coverage through the
and practical sense to expand Medicaid while ensuring
s to the most vulnerable and in-need

Expansion means that these individuals,
care, would be afforded coverage while

increased federal match, It makes fiscal
that thete are no reductions or cuts to such valuable program

population,

Tn addition, expanding Medicaid can help ease dangerous cmergency room overcrowding that
threatens quality of care and hurts hospitals. Expanding Medicaid can save the Commeonwealth
Charity Care dollars because the uninsured won't have to use expensive emergency ro0m care o
tban Institute for the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid

the taxpayer's dime. The report of the U . _
and the Uninsured estimated that over a 10-year period Medicaid expansion would cut

uncompensated care nationally by $183 billion, allowing state and local spending on
uncompensated cate fo be reduced substantially.

As you consider your options and determine whether to fully expand Medicaid, we urge you to
consider what will be in the best interest of all Kentuckians, We also strongly encourage you fo
continue to involve and engage consumers as you move forward. AARP Kentucky stands ready

to work with you. If you have any questions about these comments or would like further
clarification, please contact us at (502) 394-3427 or cmurphy@aarp.org.

Sincereiy, ' : .
Ron Bridges - Cathy Allgood Murphy - i '
Associate State Director for Advocacy '

State Director

Y Kenney et.al. Making the Medicaid Expansionan ACA Option. Juna 29..2012. The Urban Instifute
aalth Policy Center, http:/fwvnw.urban.org/U loadedPDF/412608-Making-the-Medicald-Expansion-

an-ACA-Option.pdf




AARP Kentucky T . 5662057276
40401 Linn Stallon Road ~ F 502-423-7031

Suite 141

Loulsville, KY 40223 A
: ' VAW, aarp.orglky

‘March 22, 2013

. Commissioner Lawrence Kissnet
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Sexvices

275 E. Main Strect 6-WA.

Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

¢ orgafization with a membership and offices in all 50

- states, AARP*s mission is to help people 50+ have independence, choice and conttol in ways
that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole. We seek to help older
Americans live long and healthy Hves, For AARP’s 459,000 membets in Kentucky, we strongly

" urge you to expand Medicaid to Kentuckians with incomes up to 133 percent of the federal -

poverty linc (138 percent with the'S percent incorue disregard), as set forth in the Affordable

Care Act (ACA).

" As a nonptofit, nonpartisan soéial-vye]far

Medicaid exf:ahsion undet the ACA will both expand access to heaith care fox people who
e state money. This issue is particularly impoxtant to AARP

desperately need it, and save
membets who ate age S0+ but not yet eligible for Medicare. During {his historic economic
recession, many of these individuals have lost their jobs and their employer-sponsored insurance

coverage. Moreovet, while people with incomes from 100-400% of the federal poverty rate will
be eligible for the federal tax subsidy to partially offset the cost of their insurance beginning in:

2014, without exercising the Medicaid expansion option, Kentucky will effectively create a-

coverage gap in‘the state for those under 100% of poverty.

AARP is helping older Americans who've lost thefz jobs, ate struggling fo find new ones and
can't gt affordable Tealth care, We believe oxpanding Medicaid will help thousands of 50 fo
64-year-olds who’ve lost their jobs or are struggling in jobs without health benefits but don't

currently qualify fox Medicaid,
Medicaid will provide covetage for hardworking people who*ve paid in all their lives

ds meet. In addition, it will give people without insurance
ous and expensive emergency room

. Expanding
but are now strugghing to make en
access to preventive care fhat can save Jives, and ease danget:

overcrowding that hutts all of us.

AARP’s Public Policy Institute, expanding Medicaid would provide
47,637 uninsured Kentucky fesidents aged 50-64, based on the
ed 50-64 who were living at ox below 138 percent of poverty in
Inerable 1o deterioration in function and health statug if
noreasing their need for and use of health and long

According to research from
health coverage for an estimated
number of Kentucky residents ag
2010, Older adults ate particuladly vu
they do not have health coverage, inevitably i

ferm care.




In Xentucky, according to a recent Urban Fustitute reportl, approximately 399,000 individuals
would become sligible for coverage in 2014, Itis noteworthy that Medicaid enrollment will
increase whether or not a state accepts the expansion option, Exchanges and their Navigators ate
required to conduct olifreach and-education for all health care coverage programs, including
Medicaid, and it is anticipated that some of those cuttently eligible under existing state Medicaid
standards will entoll as a resulf. Medicaid entollment may also nciease, independent of a'state’s
expansion deciston, as states implement the ACA provisions that simplify the application and

eligibility detexmination processes,

Thero has been some concern that by increasing the number of individuals who receive
Medicald, the cost to the state will increase dramatically. By choosing to expand Medicaid”
Kentucky can benefit fiom the new foderal mafching tate of 100%, 1ather than the F¥2012
matoh 1ate of 70.55%, should it opt to move forward with expansion beginning in 2014,

Expansion meats that these individuals, those who ate the most vulnerable and in most need of
care, would be afforded coverage while the state would be able to fimnd the coverage through the
‘increased federal match, It makes fiscal and practical sense to'expand Medicaid while ensuring
that thete ate no reductions or cuts fo such valuable programs o the most vulnerable and in-need

population. )

In addition, expanding Medicaid can help case dangefous emergency rooni ovérerovwding that
threatons quality of cate and hurts hospitals, Expanding Medicaid can save the Commonwealth
Charity Care dollats because the uninsured won't have to-use expensive emergency room care on
the taxpayer's dime. The report of the Urban Institute for the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid
and the Uninsured estimated that over a 10-year period Medicaid expansion would cut -
uncompensated cave nationally by $183 biltion, allowing state and local spending on

uncompensated care to be reduced substantially.

As you conslder yout options and determine whether fo fully expand Medicaid, we urge you o
consider what will be in the best inferest of all Kentuckians, We also strongly ehecourage you to
continue to involve and engage consumets as youmove forward. AARP Kentucky stands ready
to work with you, If you have any questions about these comments ot would like further
clarification, please contact us at (502) 394-3427 or epuphy(@asip.org. '

Sincerely,
Ron Bi‘idges . . . Cathy Allgood Murphy
State Ditector Associate State Director for Advocacy

1Kenne\.r st gl Makiné the Medicald Fxpansion an ACA Option. June 28, 2012, The Urban Institute
Health Policy Center. hitp:livny.urban.ora/U loadedPDF/412606-Making-dhe-Medlcald-E: -
- n-AGA-Qption.pdf .




American American
Heart | Stroke

- Association | Association.

April 2,2013

Lawrence Kisstier, Commissioner
Cabinst for Health and Family Services
Department for Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicald Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

On behalf of the Ametican Heart Association, T am writing to encourage the administation fo
expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentuclcy to the fullest extent allowable under the-Affordable

. Care Act, The question of whether to expand Medicaid is a critical public policy decision that
will have fat-reaching implications and we greatly appieciate the opportunity to weigh in onthe

issue,

_ Kentucky has the 9" highest rate of vardiovascular disease in the country. Kentucky’s existing
Medieaid program provides an important source of health care coverage for individuals
affected by heart disease, stroke and other forms of cardiovasenlar disease. Based on
national estimates, at least 53% of current adult Medicaid tecipients have a histoty of
cardiovascular disease or stroke, Through expansion, theve is an opportunity fo.have au even

- greater impact, Nationwide there ate 7,3 million uninsnred Americans with some form of '
cardiovascular disease and nearly half of these individuals stand to gain coverage through

expausion,

Medicaid expansion provides an oppoxtunity to inerease access and improve care for heart
disease and stroke patients, One study found that Medicaid recipients with heart disease wete .
twics as Jikely fo take their medication appropriately, compated to the uninsnred, Another study
concluded that Medicaid recipients were more likely to have their blood pressure controlled,
compated fo the uninsured, Furthermors, another study showed that when compared to the
uninsured, Medicaid iecipients were 20% mote likely to have been checked for hi gh-cholesterol.

Expanding Medicaid is good deal for Kentucky, Much of the state’s costs in the out-years wiil
be offset by reducing state spending for hospital care for the uninsured, Additionally, health
insurance premiums in the Individual mrket and state health exchanges are predicted to be lower

in states that expand Medicaid, compared to states that do not,




Finally, if the administration decides not to expand Medicai&; we ate very concerned that the
poorest and most vulherable Kentuckians who would not qualify for a tax subsidy would remain

uninsured,

Wo sincerely hope that Kentuck)f will underiake Medicaid expansion and we oﬁ‘el' our assistance
going forward, If you have any questions or need additional infoxmation, pIease contaot meat

tonya.chang@heart.org or at 859-492-2882.

Kind regards, '

" Tonya- Cgang

Kentucky Director of Govemment Relations
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April 05, 2013

Comunissionet Lawrence Kissner ' Fﬁ i ’1" . ,9' ey

Cabinet for Health and Family Services | ‘ @*EE\J EL LJ

Departinent of Meclica’idiservices AR 1 0 i

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A G 0i3:

Trankfort, KY 40621 EPARTRENY FOR MEDICAIS &ERvmic
kfort, K OFFIGE OF THE Comsoroms |

TR b S i g

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner: _ |
AppalReD Legal Aid is 4 private non-profit Jaw firm which provides fiee legal

representation in a region of more than 225,000 people living in poverty. We are the
largest legat aid organization in Kentucky and serve a 37 county region in the
Appalachiari mountairs of Bastetn and South Central Kentucky.

Approximately 51% of our clients receive food stamps and 32% are pided with SSL
AppalReD assists clients whose public benefits have been wrongly terminated by
ensuring that they are propeily represented it cases relating to public benefits (i.e. SSI,
AEDC, Food Stamps, Meilicald aid Medicate).

T am writing to.suppoit the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky,
Medicaid coverage should be expanded fo cover individuals and fanilies with incomes
up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The
expansion is an opportuity to énhance the health of Kentucky, It is a great bargain for
the Conimonwealth. Here are some of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this
chance to better Kentucky’s health status and economy: '

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians curtently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them
could be covered by the expansion.

o Having so many uninsured affects alt of'us. The aphual costs assaciated with
uninsured Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion.

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for
three yeats. Kentucky can coyer hundreds of thousands of ifs citizens at no cost.

e An infusion of $11 billion doHlars into Kentucky would do wonders for our
econoiny. That moriey is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rathér to local
healtheare providers, Thase dollars flow into the econoiny as inditect spending
and boost the state budget through tax dollats,

=] " - I S C *FUNDED BY THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION, THE COMMONVEALTH OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY fOLTA FUNDS,
"g ) y OTHER FEDERAL FUNDS AND PRIVATE DONATIONS®
’ WIWW.KYJUSTICE.ORG



e Keitucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of
mortality, cancer and cardiovascular disease, Reséarch by the Hirvard School of
Public Health suggests that by expmdmg coverage, Kentucky can 1educe its death
rate by 6%,

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansios is good idea for Kentucky,
We hope you will agree with us and move forward with the expansion,

Sincerely,

; Lanc_:e A Daniels
Executive Ditector

*FUNDED BY THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION, THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY KENTUCKY I01TA FUNDS
OTHER FEOQERALFUNDS ANE) FRIVATE DONATIONS
W XYIUSTICE ORG
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Maich 22,2013

Commissioner Lawrénce Iisnei
Cabingt for Healthand Family Services
Deprictaient of Medicaid Bervices

275 Fast Main Sireet, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Suppoit for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Gommisstoner Kissner:

I am wulting 16 support expanditig Medicaid eliglbllity in Kentucky. Medicaid coverage shoyld
be expanded to cover fndividuals and families with incoines np fo 138% of fedexal poverty level
as interided by the Affordable Care Act. The expansionis an opyiortinity toenhance ihe health
of Kentuoky, The expansion. can only be seen as g Win-Win stfuation for the overall health éaig
and economy of Kentucky. Tamisting below enly 4 fow of mdny teasons n stjiport of the
expansjon; : :

[ +]

Atileast 621,000 Keituekians ouitehtly aro uninsiwed. Up to 417,000 of thefiz cpuld be
. Goveled by the expansion. ;

Hav,ing spmany pafisured affects all of s, The annyal costs dsseciated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated at more-than §1 billion. :

o Kentucky o srently ratiks as one of the worst states in the natlof in terms of tiiortality,
éancet, and caidiovasoilar discase. Resetch by the Harvard Sghool of Public Health
siggssts that by expahiding coverage, Kentucky can teduce its death 1ate by 6%.

The federal goverhmbont will covet 100% of the cost For the newly-eligible for three years:
Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its eitizens af no cost.

o Anlnfusionof $11 billion doffats into Kentucky would do wdndpg-s for.our econoxy,
That money-is not paid to Medicaid reciplents, but rather to Tocal healtheare providers.
Thoss doilars flotw Into the esonomy as indireet speiding and bost fie state hudget

thraagh tek dollats,

" Ihope the:degision will be fo nove forwaxd with the expansion,
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Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicald Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expasnsion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

I am the Medical Directot of the Bluegrass Community Health Center in Lexington, Ky. And I support the
decision to expand Medicdid eligibility in Kentucky. As a safety-net provider, we serve Kentucky’s low-income
residents, including the Medicaid population as well as individuals and families who are uninsured, Our patients
face tremendous barriers to care that contributo to some of the worst health outcomes in the country. Too often,
low income uninsured Kentuckians experience long waits for appointments and cannot access care ontil their
condition becomes severe gnough fo require expensive emergency care or hospitalization. By expanding
Medicaid to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level, these batrieis

to care will be greatly reduced as our safety-net strengthens across the state. .

Medicaid expansion is an opportunity fo enhance the hedlth of i{eﬁtucky and a great bargain for the.
Commonwealth, Here are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky will take advantage of this chance fo better .

our health status and economy:

Atleast 621,000 Ke;ntuckians currently are uninsured. Up to 4i 7,000 of them could be covered by the

<]
expansion.

Haviﬁg' so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsired Kentuckians are
estimated at more than $1 billion.

Kentucléy currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mottality, cancer, and
cardiovaseulat disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health suggests that by expanding

coverags, Kentucky can reduce ifs death rate by 6%.

The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three yeats. Kentucky can
cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens af no cost. .

An infusion of $11 ‘billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for.our, ecohomy.' That inoney 1s not
paid to Medicaid recipigits, but fathier fo local healthcare provideis. Those dollars flow into the
cconomy as indirect spending and boost the state budget through tax dollars,

eSS 13086 Versaliles Road, Sulte’120 » Lexington, KY 40504 » (859} 259-2635
o ¥ * 151 N.Eagle Craek Drive, Sulte 220 + Lexington, KY 40509 » (859) 263-2507

COMMURKITY HEALEH CENTER

sl I fax{850) 254-7874 ¢ Toll Free gratis 1:877-527-2583




That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion.is a good idea for Kentucky, We hope you will agiee
with us and work with Secyetary Haynes and Govemnor Beshear to move forward with the expansmn

The Bluegrass Community Health Center stands ready to work wﬁh the Department foi Medicaid Services to.
expand our capacﬁy to provide comprehensive primary care services to newly Medicaid-cligiblé Kenfuckians.

Sincerely,

Alan Stevens Wrightson, MD
Medical Director

Bluegtass Community Health Center
1306 Versailles Road Suite 120~
Lexington, Ky, 40504
859-259-2633.
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April1, 2013

- Re: Support for Medicald Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

The Bluegrass Domestic Violence Association (BDVP) strongly supports expanding Medicald
eligibility in Kentucky. BDVP Is ail émergency services shelter for suivivors of domestic violence
in Lexington. We are-part of a network of crisis shelters across the state that served 23,865
survivors last year. The majority of the individuals seeking our services do not have heatth
insurance. Expanding Medlcatd w;lf dlrecﬂy impact a survivor whose health is a priority on her

journey to self-sufficiency.
Kentucky currently ranks. é: ' "_né of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality,

cancer, and cardiovasgul ase. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expandmg coverage Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

We also understand that the federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the
newly eligible for three years Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens

af no cost.

Finally, we helieve expandlng Medicald will heip our economy, addmg almost 15,000
jobs. :

We hope you will agres with us and move forward with the expansion.

Most s ncere!y,
( \UMCQX

Darlene Thomas -
Executive Director

" POPoxs55190e Lexington, K entucky 40555 o Phone: 55_9.15 35657 o [Tax: 859.519.1938
24-Hour Crisis |_ine: 800-544-2022 -
WWW, bcgon&thcwolcncc org
AL Leitad AW si* A cramen
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April 4,2013

Commissioner Lawrencoe Kisstier
Cabinot for Health and Family Services
Depattment of Medicald Services
275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A

Prankfoxt, KY 40621

Re: Support fox Medicaid Espansion

Dear Commissioner Kissnet:

1 am wilting to support the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky,

Medicaid coverags should be oxpanded to cover individuals and families with
incotnes up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care

. Act, The expansion is an opporiunity to enhance the _health of Kentucky and is a

great bargain for the Commonwealth,

At Bridgehaven Mental Health Sesvices In Louisville, Kentucky wo provide
psyohiatrle rehabilitation and tecovery services for almost 500 adults with severe
mental {liness each year, Our program incoxporates a olubhouse model, is based
on the Boston Modsl of Psychiafrio Rehabilitation and offers soveral evidence
based practices to consumers, including! THness/Wellness Management and
Recovery; Treatment for Co-Qcouriing Substance Abuse and Severe Mental
Tiiness; Wellness Recovery Action Planning and Cognitive Enhaticement
Therapy, Bridgehaven just received our fifih, 3 year accteditation from CARF in
Psyohosoclal Rehabilitation and Community Integration, This year we added
acoreditation In two new programs: Infensive Outpatient Mental Health and -

- Quipatient Mental Health, A thies year CARF accreditation is given it

recoghition of the outstanding quality of our services,

Brldgaliaven produces quantifiable outeomes for the persons sexrved and for the
Commonwealih of Kentucky, Bridgehaven members demonsteate an average 85%
deorease In psychiattic hospltalizations and ong services cost only $70/day. The

' cost savings for the taxpayers of Kentucky ovex twelve years of tracking this datd

is over $18 mitlion, Despite the fact that 96% the people we setve Hve at ot
below the poverty level, as many as 40% of those requesting services do not
qualify for Medicald under the current ol gibility criteria and cannot access this
highly effective program, Expansion of Medicaid eligibility would allow almost

9505, First S,
Loulsvile, KY 40203
{507) 686-8444 Fox: (607) 686-0406

v bildgehaven.on Watro Unlted a

i




Commissioner Lawrence Kissnet
April 4,2013 '
Page 2

200 additional peoplé with severe mental illness to access Bridgehaven®s services
each year and experience the same benefit of reduced hospitalizations and

community integration,

Medicaid expansion Is a great opportunity fo improve Kentucky’s health statusg
and economy. I am sure you ar$ aware of the many statistios that lodicate the.
positive impact of Medicald expaniion on the health of owr citizens. Tn behavioral
health there are additional compelling reasons to suppoit the expansion,

Kentucky ranks neat thie bottom of all 50 states {n our spending on behavioral
health services; we spend less than half of the nattonal per capita average, Not-
only does this result in insufficient diagnosis and treatment of mental illness and
substance abuse, it also jeopardizes the physical health of persons with behavioral
health Jssues. On avetage people with severe mental illness die 25 yeats sooner
than thelt peers whoe do not have a meantal illness,

Thank you for your time and considetation. I urge you to move forward with the
expansion,

Sineerely, J
gi, EA ALY

Ramona Johasop APRN, C8
- President/CEQ o
Brldgehaven Mental Health Services

Ce: Dave Gerwig, Board Chair
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o - )
The Honorable Lawfence Kissner ' im
il

American
Lancer -
Socioty®:;

)

Kentucky Medicaid Commissioner
275 Bast Main Street _
Franl_cfoxt, KY 40601 _ ;

Z

Dear Commissioner Kissner,

" On behatf of the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), I would like to
comment on the issue of Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act in Kenincky.

[ think jt is important to highlight the burden of cancer on the Cdﬁnmonwealﬂi. One m two men

and one in three wornen will be diagnosed with cancet in their lifetime, The American Cancer -
Society estimates that 25,100 new cases of cancer will be diagnosed and that approximately 9,970

cancer deaths will occur in Kentucky il 2013.!

that policymakers should fake an aggtessive approach

to fighting cancer. It is important that measures be enacted to ensure that people have access to

adequate and affordable healthcare. This is one of the most effective-ways to prevent and detect

cancer carly, freat cancer effectively, and bolster the quality of life for cancer patients.

To reduce this burden, ACS CAN believes

According to the U.S. Census Bureay, there were more than 621,000 Kentuckians who lacked .
health insurance in 2011, (or 14.4% of the state populaﬁon).z Two of the greatest concerns facing
newly .diagnosed cancer patients and their families are prognosis and cost of treatment.

Uninsured cancer patients are nearly twice as likely to die within five years as those with private -
coverage. They are less likely to get recommended cancer screenings and are more likely to be

diagposed with late stage cancer.

Research also indicates that éppfoximately 10 percent of cancer patients are uninsured at the time

of diagnosis.“ Equally troubling, about one-third of cancer survivors report a loss'of health

insurance at some point in time since their diagnosis.”

Simply stated, assuring that every Kentuckian has access to regular doctor’s visits and
recommended screenings will save lives. ’ ’ )

! Arnerican Cancer Society, “Cancer Facts & Figures, 2012, Updated.” Aflagifa: American Caneer Society,

2012,

2 United State Census Bureay, sse: :
it :l/mﬂv.census.eov/hhesfmvwfhlthinsfdata/histm'icallHlB tables.himl, accessed 11/12/12, Table HIB-

4, “Health Insurance coverage Status'& Type of Coverage by State All People: 1999 to 2011,
% Halpern MT, Bian J, Ward EM, Schrag NM, Chen AY, “Insurance status and stage of cancer at

diagnosis among womeil with breast cancer.” Carncer 2007; 110: 403-11. .
4 Thorpe KB, Howard D. “Health Insurance and Spending Among Cancer Patients” Health Affairs 2003.

w3; 189-198. ‘ . .
5 American-Cancer Society Cancer Action Network. “Facing Cancer in the Healthcare Systent: A National

Poll? May 21 —June 10,2010 htto://www.acscan.orgfhéa!thcare/cancemoil_.'

~
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Thousands of hard-working, low-income Kentuckians continue fo lack access to healthcare
coverage, Expanding Medicaid to more families at or below 133% of the Federal Poverty Level
{$30,657 for a family of four) will enstire access to regular doctor’s visits and preventive services
such as pap smears, marmograms and smoking cessation aids. Expansion will additionally

reduce unnecessary visits to emergency rooms.

Studies show that individuals enrotled in Medicaid, receive life-saving preventative screenings at
higher rafes than the uninsured and close to the same rate of those enrolled in private insurance.
More than half (56%) of the women aged 40 to 64 enrolled in Medicaid received a mammogram
in the }Jast {wo years, compared to 38% of uninsured women, and 56% of insured women aged 40

" 10 64.° Also, 74% of women aged 18 to 64 enrolled in Medicaid received a Pap smear in the past
3 yeats, compared to 68% of uninsured women, and 87% of insured women aged 18 fo 64, 7

ACS CAN realizes that the Commonwealth of Kentucky faces significant budget challenges and
we encourage you fo consider the financial benefit of the Medicaid expansion. Under the ACA,,
the federal government will pay for 100% of the Medicaid expansion and no less than 90% of the
cost to prov1de health care coverage to working, low-mcome Kentuckians, beyond 20208 .

ACS CAN urges you to support the General Assembly acceptmg money on the table and expand
aceess lifesaving health coverage 16 mote than 740,000 Kentuckians.

Sincerely,

James Sharp
Government Relations Director, Kentucky
American ?ancer Society Cancer Action Network

¢ Ward et al. “Assoctation of Insurance with Cancer Care Utilization and Outcomes,” A Cancer Journal for

Clinicians Volume 58 Number 1 January/Febmary 2008, American Cancer Society Surveﬂlance Research

Update 2011.
" 'Ward et al, “Association of Insurance with Cancer Care Utilization and QOutcomes,” A Cancer Joumal for

Cliniciang Volume 58 Number 1 January/February 2008. Amer;can Cancer Society Surveillance Research

Update 2011,
# The Kaiser Family Foundation, “Stato Medicaid Fact Sheets,” Available at:

hito:/Awwwstatehealthfacts.org,
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Dear Commiisstoner Kisser:

T am writing to suppott the decislon to expand Mcdicaid eligibility in Kentucky,
1ould be expanded to cover individuals and familiés with incomes up to 138% of

he Affordable Caie Act, The exparision {s an oppottunily {o eihantd |

in for our Commonwealth. This is a great-chance to betler
er'e ale soma of tlic reagons we hope you take advantage of this

Medicaid coverage sl
federal poveity level as intended by ¢
the health of Kenticky. It is a great barga
Keiitucky’s health status and economy. H

chance: ' :
First and foremost — cvery siglglc person is of great vafue -aud is part of Kentucky’s greates

" 1gsouree,

+ -Our children especially ave fun
afford Lo “throw away" ay $ingle ong of them.

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians cuirently are uninst
the expansion.’ A _ .

»  Having so many persons unisured alfects all of vs. The annual.costs assgoiated with uninsured
Fentuckigns aie estifated at ihore thiifi.$1 billigii,

o Kenteky cnrraiitly ranks ag-one of the worst stafes in fhenation i terms of morfality, ganeer, apd

cudiovascular disease. :Reseaich by the Harvard Sehsol of Pibio Health Hriggests that by

expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%; o

11 2011 570 of oiwr children svith cancer wére of) Medicaid; hag that iniproved orivorseiicd?

2310 wlili diabeles were'on Modicald; 65,000 with lung maladies,

Ourfedeial governmentyvill eover 100% of the.cost for the newly eligible for-three years.

Kentucky can-cover hundreds,of thonsands of (s citizens al o cosh,

»  Medicaid expansion could add alnost 13,000 jobs to our economy. And it will help keep
146,000 of our aminsured people with jobis heatthy and oi thejob—in restautgnts, motor vehiele -
production, schools, nutsing cae fucilities antt hospitals. '

o Medicaid expdnsion would eovér 20,600 uninsured veterans in Kentuoky.

daméntauy important —they are. our future and Ken fucky can not

red. Over 400,000 ofthem could be-covered by

“Ihat is only a Ttaction gF the many reasops why opansion.is good iden for Kentucky: We liope you will
agreé with tis and move forwvard with thé expansioi.

Sincerely,

.7 - ' .
A J e TR -
/ _ L o " Sister Mary-Schimuck; RSM
Catholic Charities Nazareth Office; Healthcare Issues Monitor

arh AR

Nazareih Offica - Cathollc Charitias of Loulsville, Tno. » P.0. Box 3000 Nazareth, KY 40048-3000
i and ARAR 3 CAY EN2.74R4RRA « schmickesmscnazarethkv.ota « wenv.celolnorg | e
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March 28, 2013

Ceammigsioner Lawrence Kissner

Cabinet for Health and Family Serviess
Department of Medleaid Bervices ‘
275 Bagt Main Street, 6W-A

Trankfort, KY 40601-2321

Re: Suppori for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissnat:

1 am wrlting on behalf of the Catholle Covfarence of Kentucky whichi represents the state’s four

Roman Catholis diocases b public policy mattete. ‘The Conference secks to prontote the

" common good for all Kentuekians, Catholio Socisl Teaching defives that Bripad term as the fotal
of ll conditions mecessary-—economic, politlcal, materlal, and culinrat—which allows all people

to realize their humean dignity and reach thelr ‘full Toroan potential. . :

Our churah believes and feachos that health pate 1g mots thaa commodity; it is & bsg.s’ie fiumtan
dignity, We belicve our people's health care

#ight, an essential safeguard of human life and
should not depend on where they work, how much their pirents eam, or where they live, We

measute governmental policies by asking this piimaty question: how will this atfest poor
persons? How will it help or hatm vulnerable families, children, and those with disabilities?

Wa know about these vulierable persons hecause we serve them through the many 8t. Vincent
de Paul Sociefles attached o our parishes who wortk directly with poor persons, out four Catholin
Chatities agencies and nuperous other oulreach programs available in every patt of the -
Commonweelth, The Catholic hospitel network ehrongliput fha state provides eate and comfont to
all {hiose who present themselves for treatment, many of them very poot and without Insutanes,

Most Reva'rend Most Revarand Vioat Reverand Most Revoveid Beverand
" Togeph T Kurls p.’gi. R:Jger & Fays! DD Ronald W, Galner, DD, Williom B Modley, .00, Pagrici Delahanty
Archbishop of Lovisville  Bishop of Cavingfon Hishop of Loxington Rishop of Owenshote  Exceutivé Director
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It 3 in that oomtext that the Conference wishes to sse the state of Kentucky participatein the
expansion of Medicaid to those persons whose incomes are below 138% of the federal poverty
+ lovel, Kentucky has a unigue oppostatity & provide 2 significant number of low-income earners

. with heslth insurance through an expansion that is almost entirely paid for by the federal

govemment,

As you certainly know, the disproportionate share payments aro diminishing and will be
completely phased out over time, Ifthe Medicald expanslon apportunity {s not takent advantage
. of and hospltals are ficed with the Joss of DSH payments, we feat thet costs to all of us will
Increass or, worse, servives to low-income pexsons dopendent on emergeney rootna for
healtheare, could be reduced or et sutizely, This violates our nnderstanding of what it means o

be & soviety that prometes the common good,

We keiow this expansion meatis-work and is corplivated, It is complicated further beeause of the
shift fo managed cave.-At the time this transition was belng consideted, we feated that it would
nat go well and urged the Governor not to shift the responsibility of managing Medicald tothe -
private sector, That is now water upder the biidge. Howevet, some oppose the expansion of
Medleaid because of the diffieultics already facing consumers, providers, and the state,

The Medicald expansion is too impottatt for the provision of insurance to so many people fn.
need to lot thess teansttion difficulties be anexcuse for not taking advantage of this oppotinnity.
Tndead, f is added reason to correst the problems in the current system and ba in a position to
improve the aceess to quelity healtheare to an even greater numbet of Kentuckians,

On behalf of the Confaranee, I thank you for taking on this difficult task and serving in your
-+ imporiant eapacity as Commissioner. In addition, thank you also for giving our thoughts your

eonsideration, ’
Sincerely,

Reverend Patriok Dolahanty : 5 '

Breeutive Ditentor
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Cominissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicald Services

275 Bast Main Streef, 6W-A
Trankfori, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medieaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissnet:

1 am writing to support the decision fo expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. Medicald coverage should be
expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the
Affordable Care Act. Ourorganization serves a large humber of Kentuckians with disabilities. ‘We feel that a
Medicald expansion would provide greatly needed opportunities for these individuals to be able to stay Ina
commtunity setting of their choice and not be forced into moue costly and resfrictive institutional and nursing
home facilities. The expansion is an opportunity to énhance the health of Kentucky. 1t is a great bargain for the

Commonwealth. Hete are some of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chancé fo befter Kentucky’s
health status and economy!:

o Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians curtently are uninsured, Up to 417,000 of them could be covered by the
expansion,

o Having so many uninsured affects all of us, T
estiinated at more than §1 billion,

o Kentucky currently tanks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortallty, cancer, and
cardiovascular disease. Resedrch by the Haivard School of Public Health suggests that by expanding
coverage, Kentucky can rechuce its death rate by 6%.

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for thiee years, Kentucky can
cover hundreds of thousands of its citlzens at i0 cost.

he annual costs assoctated with uninsured Kentugkians are

That is oiﬂy a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky. We hope you will agree
with us and move forwaird with the expansion,

Sincerely,
Jarl } Day, CEO
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April 1, 2013
Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissher:

The Center for Women and Families writes in support of expaneding Medlcald eligibility In -

. Kentucky. The Center for Woimen and Famllles is an emergency services shelter for
survivors of domestle violence in Loulsville, We have five reglonal locations seiving Bullitt,
Henry, Jefferson, Oldham, Shelby, Spencer and Trimble counties in Kentucky, and Clark
and Floyd counties in Indiana. Expanding Medicaid will directly impact the wormen and
children who seek services at our shelter. We are part of a network of crisls shelters across
the state that recognizes the effect stich ah expansion could have on the 23,865 survivors

we served last year.”

Kehtucky currently ranks as one.of the worst states in the nation in terms of motiality,
cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
sugdests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its _death rate by 6%.

We also understand that the federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly
aligible for three yeal's, Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost,

Finally, we believe expanding Medicaid will help our economy, adding almost 15,000 jobs.

We hope you will agree with us and move forward with the gxpansion,

r

Sincerely,
Marta Miranda

-'-"ir.".‘ 4 ) p
.--"“’/f!‘. MM -~ C‘"‘:
President/CEQ |
The Center for Women and Families

& Laed Wy Farteo Jigtoty
4 i

© The Center for Woran and Famillas helps victims of intimate parther abuse or sexual violence to
- becoma survivors through supportive services, community education and cooparative partnerships

. that foster hopa, promote self-sufficiency and rebulld fives.
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Commissioner Lawrence Kissner GrovingSound- wew.growing-sosmd.com

Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medieaid Services

975 Rast Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissnet;

icaid eligibility in Kentucky. Medicald

1 am writing to support the decision to expand Med
nd families with incomes up fo 138% of

coverage should be expanded to cover individuals a
federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act, The expansion is an opportunity to

enhance the health.of Kentucky. It is a great bargain for the Commonwealth. This is a great
chance 1o better Kentucky's health status and economy. : '

Here are some of fhe reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance!

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently ave uninsured, 0ver~400,000‘6f them could be

covered by the expansion,

o Having so many yninsured affects all of us, The annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion. '

o Medicald expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.

o  Access fo health care leads to healthier families, mote productive workers and higher
achievement for children in school, '

“These ate just some of the mary 1easons why Medicald expansion is good idea for Kentucky.
We hope you will agres and move forward with the expansion. -

Sincergly, e
Michael J. Hafomons
Children, Tric.

8128 N1/
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City of Lakeview Heights
3835 Circle Drive
Morehead, KY 40351
606.780.7613

March 27, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services’
Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Streef, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: ' Support of Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

As a local public official, I realize the importance of Kentucky having a healthy and well-
educated population. Icommend yeou and the Governor on the work you and others have
accomplished over the past two years in the effort to improve our Commonwealth. :

Expansion of the Medicaid- pr ogram under the ACA, is a critical step in order to 1each
our goals. This action, along with the multitude of other efforts Governor Beshear has
under way, will be one of the critical comerstones for moving Kentucky in a positive

direciion.

Sincerely,

 Daed Balls

David Bolt
Mayor
Lakeview Heights, KY

David Bolt, Mayor :
. Samuel Mason, Commissioner

_ Robert Camuel, Commissioner
Eddie Sorrell, Commissioner

Mary Magrane, Commissioner




: CLARK COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT THONE 85971444482
400 PROFESSIONAL AVE . AND BAY 859.744.0338
WINCHESTER, KY 40391 HOME HEALTH AGENCY www.elarkhealthdept.org

March. 22, 2013

Commissiones Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health aud Family Services

Department of Medicaid Services EI RSN iy pon :
275 Bast Mata Svcel, 6W-A : HECEIVED
Frankfort, K'Y 40621 : . | :
~ . - HAR 2 9 207
Dear Commissioner 'K:issuer: ' L " oERARME g sEsean et
F OFFIGE 0F 1Y Conmansione,
T T S op e

Iam writing to you-to express the su'p‘port of the Clark Counfy Board of
expansion of Medicaid coverage for individuals and families with ingomes up to 138% of the federal
povetty level. This expansion is past of the Affordable Care Act and we feel it is the right thing fo do for

our comnmunity and our state,

Tt is estimated that over 400,000 uninsured people could be potentially covered by this expansion, This
expansion would provide coverage for many of the patients like those we see in our health department on
a daily basls, Affording more Kentuckians access fo healtheare by having a payer for services is crucial

to improving the health status of our communities.

Our Board of Health is tasked with the financial oversight of our health depatiment. Providing a payer
source for more members of out community would mean that the health department ¢ould beieimbursed
“for providing services to these individuals or they could chioose to go to another provider. Bither way it
would fiee up resources that are being used now which could then be redirected to providing out core

population health services, Most importantly expanding Medicaid coverage would improve the lives of

many Kentuckians by providing them access to the healthoare that everyone descrves.
We appreciate your consideration or out request,

Sinceraly,

pa

A.Scott Lockard
Secretary .

Clark County Board of Health




502.636,9550
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L March 20, 2013 VY
Commigsioner Eawrence Kissusr . HAR 2 5 11
‘Cabinet for Heilth and Family Services _ — §7 |
Kentucky Department for Medicaid Services ) FRICE 'ob‘r ‘:f:;? g%-’fﬁlb SERVIGES
275 E. Main St - ) T’%‘"“fc"’“’-ﬂiﬁfﬂi‘ffﬁ
Frankfort, K¥ 40621

" Dear Commyissioner Kissner, .

The Coalifion for the Homeless Aud oiiit 32 nienibgi agenciés wonld like o thank you for your strong
. leadership in fhe implementafion of fhe Affordable Care Aot in Kentucky. “As advocates for the pootand
‘homsless, The Coalition for the Homeless and opy 32 membey Hpeticies would Tike t6 provide our strong support
for-é<pansion. of Medioaid in Kentucky to 128% of poveity as part.of our implemeritation pldd. TI-;IS expansion
will literally save the lives ofimany of 6ir: neighbols who presently Jiveson the strests withho liealth coverage.
It also lowers the tax burdetion emplofers, ma

also key It possible fok medical providers to mpct therequirertients o
the ACA alid-allows Kentucky to aecept fedéral dollars already dlldeatéd to-help our bit

{zens;, '

- Pleakt Tt tis knowif théi'@;i@gil‘jvﬂfii1g ‘wé ¢an do-toprovide data on the healthrriseds of bui state’s ..
Thomeless oi-biing people ifi tised of Tisedince to speak about the topic to those still on fhe fence, Towald that
end, we have enclosed out tepott on tlye foyettauce of:Medicaid expansion for the homeless in Kenitugky and
ato sentling copies to afl Jefferson Coynty Togislatoxs, Tliank youdgahn-for-your leadetship. Ifyou Iave sny
_questions, please do not hesitate to contact s af ihanisiplonhibmieless.ong or 502:636-9550.x 11,

Sihp_,elf’ily,-

Nafalie Hatris

. TheCoalition fox the Homeless
Members: : o
Bellewood - "Boy's and Giil's Haven Ceéitei foi Women:and Families.
Choices } Daro 10 Catg Pawiily aid Clilldren’s Place
Family Seholai Hovise GuardjaCare : "The Healing Place foi Men
Thi Healing Plage for Woiien Homs ofithe Immogents Houge of Hops -
Houseof Ruthi. + ~ . ¢ - - Titcdiik Bouiiseling  + Jeffetson Sireot Baptist. *.
Jefferson Streét at Liberty Ticpal hid Sticisty © Mattig'sHouse .
New Diections Housing Corp. - New Life Rebtvery - Pasyages to Recovery

Phoenix Héalth Ceiiter Rhonda’s Anoffier Chance Salvation Atfhy

Seven Counties Services St. Vincent de Payl St JohnGenter’

Voluntesrs of Anerica of Kentucky ‘Waysidé Ghuistian Misston - Wellspring
YMCA — Chestayt YMCA Safs Place '




The Coglition for-the Homeless Affordable Care Act Policy Statement

Thé Pattent Profection and Affordable Cate Act (ACA) sigiied into law on Match 23, 2010 has
alieady Desn a’huge gain for many Americans providing such new benofits as prevention
servlces, longer eoverage for clifldren nder their pareyt’s plans; the removal of lifetime banefit
cayis, the provision of coverage foi children with pre-existing conditiéns and the-decreasedn drug:
costs fot setiiois. However, most of these bafiafits have had little effeot bh hoieless sitizensin
KentucRy as'most,of this population does not have health insurance,

The Commonwealth of Kentucky has the opperfunity to greafly change this dynamic in 2014,
This is the poirit at-whiel-states can expand Medicaid coverage to ricatly all individoals dnd
famifies with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level (the Urban Institute sstimates this
to be 417,387 riewly insured Kentuckians). This coverage will be paid fully by the federal

- government in 2014 and while the state’s responsibility for the bill fncreases through 2020, it
never exceeds 10%. Half of the newly eligible individuals and families have incomeg at 50% of
poveuty or less. Thése abe our neighbors who aré-on the edje ahd haye di donld ecomio
homeless due to lack of fncome, Additionally, onefourth of thie newly eligible idividyals and

. fainiligs have a serlovsinental iliness

The Coalition for tho Homeless feels that ity jnportapit fox the Commonyvealth of .
Kentueky to expand Medicatd hilly tg 41l éligible-gionps in 2014, This will be a huge besiefit
fo hotugless K-eutuéida;is and T_hosé Wwhi setvethem. Presently, in Louisville, where the majority
of homeless medical néedls ave served throngh Family Healthi Center's Phoenix Healih Centelr .
Healili Cate for the Homeless Program and Utiivetsity of Louisville Hospital, approximately
83% ofthe homelegs served have fio medical inswance: Bven when ingluding e VA hospital
Whet® {163 clisnts have insutatice, 55% of the hbnieless stved ovefall had io health instance.
Natioriglly, 63% of the homeless séived through Healthesre for the Homeless aje nriiisuired, four
tines fhie nnfiisurzl tatg of the genetal population, On his vécent visif to Lonisville, Dr. Jim
O*Connell, President of the Boston Health Cave for the Homeless Program reported that over,
95% of theirhomeless clienfs have health Insutance provided through thelr expanded Medicgid .
Piogran. IKeéntucky &hiooses to filly oxpand Medieaid to the héw limits, this would ingrease
the mber of iomeless pgisons with instirayce In Louisville byas much as 7,000, And,
Increasing insurance coyerags saves lives, As reported by Sommers, Baiker and Epstein, for -
each, 176 new persons covered, a Tife ¢ saved, o :

‘Ths is .espeﬁféﬁjf fiportart becauseaitdhy ﬁl&i\?’idiléié é}_{péﬁéﬁcing Iibnfélessnés“g Have somplex
aind significant physical arid behavioral health.disorders dreludig serious mental Migdses and
addiotions, On Septembir19,20 and 21, 2011, over 100 volunfeess in Lauisvills conduoted &
siieetsurvey with 244 people sleeping onthe streets of Louisville: OFthat group, 43% {100) had
‘at leist one wajor health Bgtor making them ataisk of dyitg:on the streefs whiks 204 hada -
nental illness, chemical dependency or both. In total, This grouphad visited the local erhergency
10011 475 Yimes in the last tliteé montlis with 231 hospital stays 1 the ast yeur. Curigitly; Sevén
Conrities Services provides behavioial health services to 4 significant nuntber of these '
inflividuals. However, retfuctions in avallable resources have also reducad the level of
uichmpensated care available for hehaviotal health disorders.




. Mediéald ékpansion should alse include:all young adults exiting foster care until the age of
35, 'Tlie Coalition for the Homgléss has been leading a group warkliip t addiess flié sigeds of &
yising groyp-of young adults fiom 16-24 with no rgsouces (_)‘r-ppp.calfuﬁity“in,om‘ community.
Over-the past:yeat, 535 of these young adultsin Louisville wege foreed fo sleep in adult iomeloss
shalters due 10 1i6 other options and when donducting a sutvey of theirneeds; we discovered that

mahy of them dre ¢oncerned about fhei# lack of licalth Gare adcess.

Medicald expansion in 2014;isalso theanostivost effectivesolufion for our providers and the

Comimontwealfh, The inajotity of inédical care for the homeless inLovisville is uncompensated
atid provided af the Fedetally Qualified Health Center, Phenti He? Tth Cériter-or Uniivefsity of

Loyisville’s emergensy toon). This Tias been complicated by figw MCO chaiges af thiestafe levol
providers for uninsured

as well asthe fact that the ACA significantly reduces funding {othese
chire.arid Medicaid expanslonis the only way to expaid heglth insurapce to thosed elow 138% of
the federdl pavéity fevel, Without this éxpansion thexe will be.[aige gaps fnsetvices:or funding
shioiffalls to hospitals (includiny state psychiatic hospitals fiinded by the Coiminohwealtli)
leaving these institutions and the state to pay for uricompensated iidigent dare, It is frue that,
estimates includingthose provided by Kaiser show an average 0f2,§% more in Medicald
spenditig 6 the Comionwealth with {he expansion versus what is being spentnow, but the
savingsto uifcomperisated indigent Gate aib expevied 10 be pven highex (estitriate’ rafige from
$687 million fo $1.3 billion from 2014 ~2019), the expanded Medicald prograti provides riew
sexvices ot available throngh Medicaid now, and Medicaid expansion will also-help the
economy by providing increased employment throngh Jocal health providers, . Medicald
exparision Wwill also save other costs to the-coinutunity, A 2006 “Cost of HomelessnessStudy” .
conducted by the University ¢f Louisville showeid-that the sostof iincompensated medical care
For flie, hoytieloss of Louisville dlone exeeeded $17,900,000 per year. Untreated iiedical and
mental hegth problems ave also significant contributing facfors fo unsmployment and
homelessness. And, an investment innow Medicaid dollass is expeoted {o provide an annual
ecofiéinio boostfo.our ecotioniy of approximately $11 biltion per year. S '
Tithouit Medicdid or ofhor fiisurance, preventive and specialty cars are. pasticilaidy hardto

aeqire and tivany Tomeless peisons have clirontc visfoi, dental and physical ailiets that go
- unaddressed. Those with insyrance dxé élso able to establisha felationship with-a primar'y carg
provider, have mygh shorter wait times for;servicss and receive continons cate, Therefore, The
Coalition for the Homeless, strongly encourages the Commonyealth of Kentucky fo eltodse
a coriprehiensive benclimmk plan thiat hichides Key iental Tienith, addietion; vision and
dental sei'vices nof-provided fo the houieless and pooi in our coumnmitly nov: Key benefits
 that should be conisidered fnclude Assettive Communily Treatment, Syipporive Housing, Peer

Support Sexvices, Integrated Treatment, Qufpatient Siibstance Abuse Treatment, Crisjs
Resideritlal Services, outreadh to the homeless, Ti-liorie “wrap-around” sefvices for cliildien, ahd
pioventive services for obésity, nental itlness, and tobacco use. Most importantly, any
package slcct¢d should inclnde home and cominuitity based sprvices specifically designeéd
to ‘avoiil institutionialization which is also us wally #f the Comionwetlih's expense. These

inelude supported eniployment, supportive fiousing, peer syppott, wiap -around services for
children, and yespite care: Finplly, the plan and benefits selected should be the same for hoth
ke exchange and those served through Meidicaid expansion in order to simplify aud save

costs in administration,




TOP REASONS T0 BXPAND MEDICAID IN KENTUCKY
By THe Goalition for the Homeless

1) Medicaid exipnision in ety eky would piovide heaith coverage to.an addittonal 36 1,000
Kentirokiaiis (40% ofﬂibse‘véthduf-épvergge 11ow), .

2) Thereisno ',othpr- provision for providing:health coverage fo those.at 100% or below of
Povetly in the Commontvealth withoit Medicaidexpanslon,

3) Tuctessiug lusuianive bovetage yaves Hves: As veported by Sommers, Baiker and Epstein,

Toregch 176 new persops vovered, 7 lifeis saved,

4 Sevistary Sébelivs of thie U.S, Cabinst for Hedlth avd Husian Services hay reported thaf
the Corimichiwed]ih of Kentucky has ore to gain thataty other state by expanding
Medicaid because we have 80 riaiy wainsured citizens;

5) Medicaid expaision doversise is i geeat deal and brings fin foderal dollars ta Kenmeky as

for the bill i;:;crea’ses%luot@h 2020, it never exgeads 10%:

if waill e paid fully by the federal government i 2014 andswhile the state’s responsibility -

6) Medicald expaiision ieans inoté Kentitckians wili et proveritive health cafs snd o
going Eobrdinated dare;

7 Medioaid expansion means more Kentuoklasis will get meyital health and ding treafment
serviges: Uncompensded-care for these fwo itemus alone is costing the Conimonwesith
1hiltions of doilars eheli'yeat. ‘ T -

8) Halfofihe newly eligible fridividialsand families have indoines at 50% of poveriy or -
loss aud haveno way to gat adequate health coverage withoutinsurance. Thejruniteated
medical and mental heglth problems are significant confributing factots 40 viidployment
aid Jonselessridss, - ' '

9) Withont Medioald ekpaision thigte wﬁl,be Iarge gaps in sgrvices or funiding shoxtfalls to
hospitdls (nclpding state bsyehijatiis hospitals fimded by the- Connmonwealth) leaving
these institufjons'andthe state Yo pay Tor uncompensated Indigesit care,

10) An tuvéstinetit in new Medicatd ég’Iiat-s iséxpeoted to provide ai dnnual economitp boost
10 Gt eoorforiny of approxinately §14 biftlon per yeat,




Steven L. Beshear

Goverhior

KentuckyUnbrldled Split.com

COMMONWEALTH COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES '

Frankfort, Kentucky 40621
Phone (602) 564-7841 .
Toll Free (877) 367-6332 gfgha”'e ﬁha”’
Fax {502) 564-9826 Fperso
www.ccdd ky.doy
April 8, 2013

Governor-Steven L. Beshear
700 Capitol Avenus, Suite 100
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Governor Beshear:

The mission of the Corimonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities s "to
create systemic change in KY that empowers individuals to achieve full
citizenship and inclusion in the community through capacity building and
advocacy. We believe that the Commonwealth should fully engage, support, and
provide equal opportunity for each individual fo pursue the American dream as a
fully integrated, valued and contiibuting citizen.”

In keeping with this mlssion e Urge: Yol quernor Beshear;;and ourother
political ieaders to- amplement MediCald expansion:n-Kenticky. under the
provisrons of the' Affordable Care Act.

Individuals without health insurance are less likely than individuals with insurance
fo have reguifar check-ups or 1o seak preventative care. Because of this, they
experience unnecessary liness and thelr illnesses are mote advanced when they
finaily see a doctor or end up at a hospital. They face the possibility of
devastating hospital bills, Hospitals end up providing uncompensated care, the
cost of which Is passed on o the state and private insurers. implementing
Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act will significantly reduce these

prob!ems in Kentucky.

Kentucky should implement-the Patient Protection and Affordab!e Care Act
Medicald expansion because:

s It will offer health insurance coverage to a substantial number of
Kentucklans who currently lack health insurance.

B
% An Equal Oppozfunily Employer M/F.D

3 UNEHIDLED EPIRIT

Patricta F. Seybold
100 Falr Oaks Ln 4E-F Exacutive Director




. Gains in Medicald coverage would substantially reduce the number of
uninsured. We can expect 268,000 Kentuckians to gain health care
coverage and reduce the number of uninsured in the state by 55%.

o |t will be of particudar benefit to uninsured individuals with disabilities.
Kentucky has 76,619 citizens with disabilities whose Income falls below
138% of the Federal poverty level and who are not presently covered by
insurance. These individuals will be eligible to recelve the coverage they

need and deserve.

e The federal government will fund the vast majority of increased Medicaid
costs,

o The additional state cost of implementing the Medicaid expansion is simall
refative to total state Medicaid spending.

o Kentucky will spend less on uncompensated care and providers wil
‘teceive mote revenueé than they would without Medicaid expansion.

e Expanding Medicaid undepthe ACA will substantlaj!y increase the flow of
federal funds into Kentucky, stimulating economic growth in the state.

o The cost to the state for all of thiase benefits Is quite low.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Sharp, Chairperson
Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities

ce.  Greg Stumbo, Speaker of the House
Robert Stivers, Senate President

KentuckyUnbildledSpinit.com e NBIDLED ST [‘% An Equa! Opportundly Employer WF.D




KENTUCKY

KENTUCY'S POVERTY FIGHTING NEDWORK

101 Burch Court, Frankfort, KY 40601
Phone: 502-875-5863 Fox: 502-875-5865

www.camm_unityactz’onky,org

March 26, 2613

Comiissioner Lawrence Kissnet
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Departiment of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Steel, 6W-A

Frankforl, XY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion - B

Dear Commisstoner Kissner!

As an associatlon of Communlty Actlon Agencies In Kentucky that work to reduce poverty and Inorease solf-suffliclency among
our mast valnerable and economically disadvantaged citizens, and as Medicald expansion is expected to add almost 15,000 jobs

ta our cconomy, I am wilting to ask you sugport fo expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky.

Medicaid coverago should be expanded to cover Individuals and families with Incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level as

intencled by the Affordable Care Ach

As most part-time and howly Jobs do not pravide employer-sponsored knsurance and preminms may be wnaffordable for low-
income Tamtlies everi If employer-sponsored Insuvance is offered, Medicaid expansion coverage will enable parents fo receive
regular health care services and stay healthjer overall, With more parents receiving timely health eare services, high health care
costs which result fom defayed care will go down. A parent’s health affects the health aud well-belng of other family members.

.

That is only a fiaction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentueky. We hope you will agree with us and move
forward with the sxpansion, .

Sincerely,

Robert 8. Jones, J.D.

Bxecutive Ditector, Community Action Kentucky -
141 Bureh Court, Frankfort, KY 40601

Office: 502-875-5863; Cell: 502-330-1271
www,communityactionky.org ’




Serving Kentuckions Since 1906

College of Health Sciences . 223 Rowlett Building

Department of Baccalaureate & . 521 Lantaster Avenue
Graduate Nussing Richmond, Kentucky 40475-3162
wvaw bsn-gnekueds . . (859) 622-1827 & (859) 622-1956

. FAX: (859)622-1972

April 3,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Espansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

. Tama professor of nuising but foremost T am anurse and I ap1 writing in that capacity to urge you to
expand Medicaid to cover the over 600, 000 Kentuckians who are currently uninsured. There are ethical
reasons why I believe in societal responsibility to ensure equal access to basic health cate. It is almost
impossible for an individual to function as a productive participant in society when suffering from an

‘iflness that goes untreated or prevented,

But there are also compelling economic reasons {0 accept federal funds to expand Medicaid. All ofus
who pay taxes ultimately foot the bill for unireated, preventable health conditions. For example, every

diabetic who is unable to afford to see a health care provider and buy needed insulin whichresults in lost
limbs, kidneys or eyes and winds up on disability costs tax payers many times over what it would cost to
pay for primaty care. And with the expansion paid for by federal funding for the first three years, -

Kentucky tax payers are spared the costs. -
a Iot of good in our state. Health care providers will receive
1l have a healthier workforce to attract potential industries

and good thing to help Kentuckians be productive
the expansion for our stafe.

The federal funds have the potential to do
reimbursement for the hard work we do, we wi
1o locate in onr region, and we can do the right
members of society, I hope you will agree to accept

Sincerely,

Kérma Bryan Cassidy PhD, RN
Associate Professor
Eastern Kentucky University

Kentudkip™

Rostarn Renturky University Is an Equal Opportunity/Affimuative Action Employer and Educational Institution.
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FOMMUNITY IEALTH CENTER

PO Box 1177 Phone: 270.783,3573 Fax: 270.783.4081

616 7th Avenue Bowling Green KY 42102

_April 01,2013

Comraissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Depatiment of Medicaid Setvices
275 Bast Main Steeet, 6W-A

' _Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Exp ansion
. Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Falrview Community Health Costet supports the decision fo expand Medicaid eligibility
in Kentucky. As a safety-net providet, we seive Kentucky’s low-income residents,
including the Medicald population as well as individuals and families who ate uninsured.
Our patients face tremendous barriers to caro that contribute to some of the worst health
outcomes in the country, Too often, low income wninsured Kentuckians exp erfence long -
waits for appointments and cannot access care unitil their condition becores severo
enough to require expensive emergency care ot hospitalization. By expanding Medicaid
to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level,
these barlers fo care will be greatly veduced as our safety-net sirengthens actoss the state.

Medicaid expansion is an oppottunity to enhance the health of Kentucky and a great
bargain for the Commonwealth, Here are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky wiil

take advantage of this chance to better out health status and economy:

o Atleast 621,000 Kenfuckians currenifly are uninsured, Up to 417,

000 of them
could be coveted by the expansion. .

.o Havingso many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with
uninsured Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion.

o Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in tetms of
mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of
ky can reduce its death

Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentuc
rate by 6%.
vor 100% of the cost for the newly cligible for

e The foderal government will co
tundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

thice yoars, Kentucky can cover

An infusion of $11 bitlioni dollats into Kentucky would do wonders for out
economy. That money is not paid to Medicaid reciplents, but rather to local




healthcate providess, Those dollars flow info the economy as indirect spending
and boost the-state budget through tax dollars.

That is only a fiaction of the many reasons why expansion is & good idea for Kentucky.
We hope you will agree with us and work with Sectetary Haynes and Governor Beshear

to move forward with the expansion.

Faitview Community Health Cetter stands ready to work with the Depattment for
Medicaid Setvices to expand our capacity to provide comprehensive primary care
services to nowly Medicaid-sligtble Kentucklans, )

Sjr cerely,

\

Ms, Chis Keyset
* Executive Director

o,




Family Health Centers

. Care for your Health & Wellness

March 25,2013

Commissjoner Lawrence Kissner -
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Departmént of Medicaid Services-

275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 4062]

Re: Support for Medicaid Bxpansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

1 am writing on behalf of the Board of Governors of Family Health Centers, dnc. o support the decision to
expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. Medicaid coverage should be-expanded to cover individualsand
families with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The
expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health of Kentuckians, It is a great bargain for the
Commonwealth. Here are some of #he reasons we hope you take advantage of this chanice fo better

Kentucky’s health status and economy:

At least 621, OOU Kentuckiais currently are uainsured. Up to 217,000 of thefn could be covered
by the eXpansmn This includes more than'17,000 pa’uents currenﬂy served by the Family Health
Centers in Jefferson County

Having $o many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with nninsured |
Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 bitl{on.

Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst statés i the nétion in terms of mortality; cancer, and
cardipvascilar disease. Research by the Hajvard School of Public Health suggests that by
expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

The federal government will ¢over 100% of thie cost for the newly eligible for three years,
KKentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

An infusion of:$11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy, That
money Is not pald to Medicaid recipients, but rathér to local healthcare providers. Those dollars
flow into the economy as indireet spending and boost the state budget through tax dolfars.

We hope you will agree with us and inové forward with the expansion, ' .
: . : :

" Sincerely,

Muriel Harris, PhD
Chairperson, FHC Board of Governors

::”;r Jeint Commission Accredited ) . . i . . vyvefhclouisvile.org

PORTLAND AMERICANA - EAST BROADWAY FAIRDALE IROQUQOIS "PHOENIX SOUTHWEST

2215 Portfand Ave, 4805 Southdde D 9)4 B Broadway 1000 Neizhbothood PL - 41007aylor Blvd, 712 B Muhanmad A Blvd, 9702 Slonestreat Rd,

Lotdwile, KY 40212 Louisville, KY 40214 Louisvitle, KY 40204 Fairdale, KY 401 18 Louisville, KY 40215 {ovindfle, KY 40202 Building 1, Sw;le 220

502.774863! 5027728860 5025831991 $02.260.2361 5023664747 502.568.65972 Loufs.'.fiﬂe. KY 40272
) 502.995.5051




FOUNTAIN AVENUE .
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
300 FOUNTAIN AVENUE
pPaDUCAH KY 42001

Gregory Waldrop, Pastor
Doctor of Ministry

B,
’ . . %f‘fg? g{{?‘f‘;"v‘&fsm‘ L
Commissioner Lawrence Kissner Ry ;coaizif WSSl
Cabinet for Health and Family Setvices . ' %‘?;*’"uﬁi; oy
Department of Medicaid Services
275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

March 25, 2013 Bt

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Deat Commissioner Kissner: .
ty in Kentucky, Medicaid coverage should be -

1 am writing to support the decision to expand Medicaid eligibili )
expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of foderal poverty level as intended by the
Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health of Kentucky. Itis a great bargain

fr the Commonwealth. This is a great chance fo betfer Kentucky’s health status and economy. Here ate some
of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance: ’

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently ate uninsoted. O
expansion. :

Having so many uninsuted affects all of us, The annual costs asso
are estimated at moxe than $1 billion, - : _
o Kentucky currently ranks as one of the wotst states in the nation in fets of montality, cancer, and

cardiovascular disease. Research by the Hatvard School of Public Health suggests that by expanding

coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.
e The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three yeats. Kentucky
can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizons at 0o cost. :
Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs o our economy.
That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky. We hope
with us and move forwaid with the expansion, . :

ver 400,000 of them could bé covered by the

ciated with uninsured Kentuckians

you will agree

Sincerely,

@Wl

Gregory Waldrop, Pastor
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Franklin County Health Peparfment
100 Glenn's C}reek Road, Frankfort, KY 40601, 502-564-4269

Mairch 22, 2013
Commissioner Lawrence Klssner

Gabinet for Health and Famlly Services

" - Department of Medicald Services

275 East Maln Strest, 610-A
Frankfort, KY 40621
 Re: Support for Medicald Expansion '

Dear Commissioher Kissner:

County Health Department and writing to support the decision to
expand Medicald eligibllity in Kentucky. Medicald coverage should be expanded to cover
individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of faderal poverty level as intended by the
Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health of Frankfort-
Frankiin County and all of Kentucky and our nation. ltis a great bargain for the Commonwealih,
Here are same of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance fo better Kentucky's

health status and economy, which we know go hand-in-hand:

| am director of the Frankiin

At least 521,000 Kentuckians currently are unineured. Up to 417,000 of them could ba

covered by the expansion. .
e Having so mahy uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsured
- Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 biilion, : _
o Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst slates in the nation In terms of mottality,
gancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky. can reduce its death rate by 6%.
o - The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years.

Kentucky ¢an cover hundreds of thousands of Its cltizens at no cost.

100 Glenn's Creek Road @ Frankfort, KY 40601 @ {502) 564-4269 © Fax: {502) 564-9586

Yy




¢ Aninfusion of $11 hiltion dollars into Kentticky would do wonders for our ecohomy.- That
money is nof pald to Medlcald recipients, but rather to local healthcare providers, Those
doliars flow Into the economy as Indirect spending and boost the state budget through

{ax dollars.

The above are only a sampling of the many reasons why expanslon Is & good idea for Kentueky.
We hope you will agree with us and move forward with this endsavor., '

_ Sihcerely,

Paula Alexander, RN, MSN, Director

100 Glenn's Creek Road © Frankfort, KY 40601 @ (502} 56_4—4269 @ Fax: (502) 564-9586




Think Progress, Think Temarrow. Think GREDE.

Maroh 25,2013

Commigsioner Lawrénoe Kissner |
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicald Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A. -
Frankfort, K'Y 40021 -

Res Suppert for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Tam w:r;ﬁng 1o suppoxt the declsion to expand Medicaid elig-il?ility in Kentucky, Medicaid
coveragie should be expanded te cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138 percent
of federal poverly level as intonded by the Affordable Care Act, The expansion is an opporiunity

{0 ephance the health of Kentucky. This g not only a great bargain for the Commonwealih but i¢

a great chance to betier Kenfucky's health status and economy. Hete ate sone of the reasons we - -

" hope you take advantage of this chance:

s At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently ate mﬁnm&ed. Over 13,000 of them live in.
the Green River Reglon that could be covered by the expansion; S
Having so many uainsured affeots all of us. The arihual costs associated with
uninsured Kentuckians ave estimated at mmove than $1 billion;

»  Kontucky ourrently tanks 4s one of the worst states in the pation in torms of moxtality,
 cancer, and oardiovaseular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expanding coverage, Keducky can reduce its death rate by 6 petcent;

¢ " The fedetal govesnment will cover 100 percent of the cost for the newly eligible for
three years, Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its clfizéns at no cost; and

o Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.
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That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kenurcky
We hope you will agree with ug and move forward with the expansion,

Kindest vegards,

iten . Shah
Bxeoutive Direotor .

¢ Senstor Carroll Gibson
Senator Dorsey Ridley
Senafor Jerry Rboads
Sevator Joe Bowen
Rep. David Watkins
Rep. Dwight Butler
Rep. Jim Glenn
Rep. Jim Gooch
Rep, John Amold, Jr.
Rep. Tommy Thompson

T




Hoard of Dirsclors

Rodrigy Bery

Frankig Scoll Hager
Lavwence W, Hager, I
Allert Holbrook

Delorah Nunlay

Executive Dirpelor

Keith N. Sanders

Director Emeritus

Efizabeth Aloxander

The Hager Fowndation Lawrence W, Hager, Jr.
Founder and President

-325 Wildwood Drive

Owensb_bre, Kentucky 42303

210-685-6707 .
FAX: 270-685-5707 April 5, 2013

e-mall: ksanders@lahef.org

Commissioner Lawrenge Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services : ooy,
275 East Main Street, 6W-A el g .ng?;;;ﬂinc
Frankfort, KY 40621 e SONG

Re: Expanding Medicaid makes economic sense, and it's the right thing to do

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

It is my hope that Kentticky will choose to expand state Medicaid eligibility to include

coverage of individuals arid faniiiies with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level,

This was the intent of the federal Affordable Caire Act.

This is the right thing to do. It will improve the heaith of Kentuckians. And it makes
€coNnoInic sense.

Let's cover 400,000 of our 600,000 uninsured Kentuckians.

Let's reduce cost i?y enabling more people to recsive preventive care,

Let's help Kentucky become one of the healthiest states in the U.S. (rather than one
of the slckest).

Let's create 15,000 jobs by expanding Medicaid.

The Hager Educational Foundation's mission is centered on helping the Daviess
County community improve opportunities for ifs sconomically disadvantaged children.
Expanding Medicald coverage for-children who are now uninsured will Increase the
likelihood they will be healthy, succeed in school and become productive adults.

Sincerely,

s s o by

Lawrence W. Hagef, J




HAZARD CLINIC
MITCHELD WICKER, JR,, M.D,, P.S.C.
271 B, MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 719

HAZARD

PHONE (606) 439-1316 FAX (606) 438-0752

Maich 28,2013

Cominigsionet Lawrence Kissner

, KENTUCKY 41702

Cabinet for Health and Family Services

Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast-Main Street, 6W-A,
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Corninissioner Kigsner:

Organization supports the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in

Kentucky. As.a 'safety'—net_providcr, we seirve Kéntucky's low-income

residents, including the Medicaid population as well as individuals and

families who are uninsured. Our patients face tremendous batriefs to -

care that contribute to S0me of

the worst health outcomes in the country.

Too often, low income uninsured Kentuckians experience long waits for
appointments and cannot access care until their condition becomes.
gevere enough to ';j@,;{ui?‘? expensive emergency care or hospitalizaﬁon. By
expanding Medicaid to cover individuals and families with incomes up to

138% of the federal povérty level, these parriers to care will be greatly

reduced as our safety-net siren

gthéns across the state,

Medicaid expansion is an opportuity to enhance the health of Keritucky
and a great bargain for the Commonweéalth. Here afe some of the reasons

we hope Kentucky will take advantage of this chance to better our health

status and economy:

d At least 621,000 Kentuckians cutrently are uninsured. Up to
417,000 of them sould be ¢oveied by the expansio

o Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs
associated with uninsured Kentuckians atre estimated at more than $1

billion.

° Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states'in the nation
in terms of mortality, cancer, and cardi‘ovascular'di'sease,, Research by

the Harvard School of Public Health suggests that by expanding

coverage, Keritucky can reduce

its death rate by 6%.




o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly
eligible for three years. Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its
citizens at no cost, L

$11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders
fot our cconomy. That money is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but
rather to local healthcare providers. Those dollais flow into the economy
as indirect spending and boost the state budget through tax dollars,

o An infusion of

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why €xpansion is a good idea
for Kentucky, We hope you will agree with us and work with Secretary
Haynes and Governor Beshear to move forward with the expansion.

My organization stands ready to work with the Department for Medicaid
Services to expand our capacity to provide comprehensive primary care
services to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians,

Sincerely,

Aoy
Arinie T, Willlams
P_:'actice Administrator
Hazard Glinic
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HB843 REGION 6 COUNCIL

Februsy 4, 2013

Tha Honorable Steven L. Bashear
Capltol Bullding, Fltst Flooy
Frankfort, KY 40604

Daar Governot Bashear,

1 am wilting ta you as the Chalr of the Reglon 6 House Bill 843 Advlsory Council ta relay our support for the-

sxpansion of the Madieald elfzible poputation of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, as perin

" patient Pro

possible tme to lnsure stich erpansion of access to heeded health services for ot population.
The Réglon 6 Councli represents 4 byoad arvay of organiz
access ta comprehensive mental health and addiction se
seamtess, coordinated, inclusive an
individuals and famifles with Incoines up tq 138% of the federal povarly

lavel would be & huge boostio the
attalinment of our tHssion. .

In the Loulsville region, the expapslon wWould meait covered health services tor thousands of individials who

currantly forge treatients due to eco
) individuals i our saven colinty region hava a diagnosable mental Hiness,
suggest that 25% of the newly eligibls Medicald racipfents will havaa satlous mental illness.
palivating life-changing and [fe-saving services.to these individuals {
sense. Expanded coverage
ratch thereafeer will néver excead 10

and 3828 miflion, through reductions I uncompensatett care,
well known that preventative atid conmunity based treatment throughincreased insurance coverage saves

Kentucky mohey 85 emergenoy abd Institutional care s far more expenslve and is not cavared by the federal
govarntaent cua to the IVID {Institute of Mental Disease) exciuslon of Madleald insurance coverage.

On hehalf af the tens of thousands in our reglon who could b
and addictlons through your actlon, we ask you to lead the ¢h

Kentucky Medicald program.

arge to expand the eligthle population qf the

Shcerely, -
Gaud L AW SN

- pavid L Holton I .
Chalr, Severi Cotntles Services, Inc. Board of Dlrectors
Chair, Reglon 6 HB 843 Advisory Counelf

cel seqretary Audrey Haynes, Cabinet for Family and Health Services
Members of the Kentucky General Assembly, Reglon 6

[

101 W, Muemmad Al Bivd,, Loujsls, Ky, 40202

I502—589-3600 [ faxs 502-589-8614

Js fully funded by the faderal governrient for the flrst 3 years and thestate’s requf
4. National ostlimates suggest Kentucky could save between 5140 million
over the first five-year period of tha expansion. Itis

tted and funded by the:
tectlon and Affordable Care Act of 2010, We strongly encourage you to take acilong at the earllest

atlons and interests with a misslon to promole greater
rvices that are recovery-otlented, consumet-drivett,
d sufflciently funded. The maveio expand Medlcald coverage to neaily all-

nomite harrlers, Refiabla prevalence data suggests that as manyas 20,060
hut recefve no treatment. Estimates

s the Hight thing to do. [t also mekes economtic

red

agln meaningful, fifelong recovery from mental illness
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Juntper Health, Inc

Meeling Your Health Care Needs Today

March 28, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support 'for Medicaid Exgansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Juniper Health, Ino,, a health center that servers Breathitt, Lee and Welfe counties in eastern Kentucky, strongly supports
the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. As one of the only safety-net providers in our counties, we serve
our low-income residents, including the Medicaid population, as well as individuals and families who are uninsured, Our
patients face remendous barriers to care that coniribule to some of the worst health cutcomes in the country, In fact,

- according.to the most recent Robert Wood Johnson County Health Rankings, the three counties that we serve rest at
numbers 116,117 and 118 out of the 120 counties in our Commonwealth, Le. the third, fourth and fifth least healthy
counties inour state. We know first-hand that low income, uninsured folks ofien will not access care - becanse they fear
large medical bills - until their condition becomes severe enough to require expensive emergency care or hospitalization,
These patients never establish primary medical homes, By expanding Medicaid to cover individuals and families with
incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level, these fears and barriers to care will be greatly reduced and their expensive,
episodic care will dramatically decrease, Instead they will seck care from facilities such as ours, We will shorily becomea -
ceriified Patient Centered Medical Home and we now provide excellent care with amazing health outcomes — but we can
only make progress with the patients who consistently get their care with us, The folks that are the greatest contribufors fo
needlessly driving up health costs and who exhibit the worst health outcomes are those folks who are poor — those folks
who live at 101% ~ 150% of poverty and don’t seek regular, preventive health care due fo cost, Medicaid expansion will
dramatically increase the compliance rate of people who will seek regular preveptive care,

There is absolutely no doubt in ry mind that Medicaid expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health of Kentucky and
a great bargain for the Commonwealth. Here are some of the reasons 1 hope Kentucky will {ake advantage of this chance to
better our health status and economy:
o Atleast 621,000 Keniuckians currently are uninsured, Up to 417,000 of them could be covered by the expansmn
Many of these folks live in our area of the state — the Appalachian region.
o Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs assocla(ed with uninsured Kentuckians are estimated
at more than $1 billion.
o Keniucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular
digease, Research by the Harvard School of Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can
. reduce its death rate by 6%.
o Thé fedéral government will cover 100% of thie cost for the newly eligible for three years, Kentucky cat cover -
hundreds of thousands of ifs citizens at no cost, .
That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is a good idea for Kentucky We hope you w1lI agree with us and
work with Secretary Haynes and Governor Beshear to move forward with the expansion. Juniper Health, Inc. stands ready
to work with the Department for Medicaid Services to expand our capacxty to provide comprehensive primary care services

" to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians.

s 5 Datly 020

KarenS Ditsch, PT CEO

Lea Co Famﬂy Medical Center Administration Offices  Breathltt Co Family Health Center
125 flain 5t - 141 Main 5 Beabbyville 265 KY Hwy. 15 South
Beattyville, KY 41311 . Beattyvills, KY #1317 ) Jackson, KY 41339

606-464-24071 ) 606-464-0151 6056-666-9950




5 Kntuc*ssééiation f
Nurse Anesthetists
April 3,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department for Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

As President of the Kentuéky Association of Nuirse Anesthetists (KyANA), [am wiiting to urge

Governor Beshear to take action to expand Medicaid eligibility to include more than 300,000

uninsured Kentuckians in health care coverage.

Our association represents more than 800 Certified Registéred Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAS) who
are providing anesthesia care across the Commonwealth, particularly in rutal hospitals where
access to quality ancsthesia care had been limited. The Governor has already acted to increass

access to CRNA services in hospitals in all areas of the Commonwealth, recognizing the value

.and cost-effectiveness of the services which we provide.

Tf we are to improve the health of Kentuckians, we must have greater access o health care-

sorvices of all kinds. ‘The Governor’s action to take advantage o
Affordable Care Act to expand Medicaid in Kentucky would bring health care coverage to neatly

orie-half of those Kentuckians who ate curtently uninsured.

Our members — CRNAs serving patients across the Commonwealth - are concetned about the
health of Kentuckians and want {0 sce it improved. Taking action to secure health care coverage
and access to all health care services — including anesthesia care, when necessary - for a large
segment of those currently without access is a huge step forward. We hope that the Governor

. will take it!

Sincerely,

Terry Sweatf, CRNA
KyANA President

f the opportunity offered in the -




#=KCEP

RENTUCKY CENTER for ECONOMIC bty *

WWW.EYPOLIGY.ORG _ -KCEP 1 433 CHESTNUY STREET § BEREA, KINTUCKY 40403 859:‘)36’2373.

March 22, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicald Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

I am writing in support of expanding Medicaid in Kentueky through the Affordable Care Act. As you know,
the expansion of Medicaid efigibility would mean that adults with incomes up to 138 percent of the federal
poverty line would qualify for coverage in 2014. This is an opportunity to improve the health of

Kentuckians, benefit the state's economy and take advantage of a great deal. If Kentucky moves forward

with the Medicald expansion:

f of uninsured Kentuckians cduld gain health coverage—including more than

s More than hal
mately 11,000 uninsured veterans and

148,000 workers across the state’s economy and approxi
also their spouses.

e Thestate Would pay nothing for the first three-years; and no more than 10 percent after that. And
.once the state’s portion kicked in, additional spending wouldn't end up being much more than
what Kentucky would have spent on Medicaid In the absence of the Affardable Care Act.

Kentucky's economy would receive an influx of hundreds of millions of federal dollars. These
funds would go to health care providers, support a significant number of new jobs and increase

economy activity in the state.

we have producad on the benefits of the Medicald expansion fo our

* Please also see attached two brlefs
nd more productive Kentucky.

state. We urge you to support the expansion of Medicaid and a healthier a

Sincerely,

Jason Bailey

Director .
Kentucky Center for Economic Policy




... Kentucky Coalition of
- Nurse Practitioners
* & Nurse Midwives

April 3, 2012. ‘

_ Commissloner Lawrence Kissner

Cahinet for Health and Family Services
Department for Medicaid Sevvices
275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

The Keritucky Coalition of Nurse practitioners and Nurse Midwives represents over 2500

- Advanced Practice Registered Nurses and students, providing care to hundreds of thousands of
Kentuckians, many of whom are Medicald members. We urge Governor Beshear to take
advantage of the opportunity outlined in the federal health reform faw to expand Medicaid

eligibility to 138% of FPL.

Nurse practitioners and certified nurse midwives provide care across the Cominonwealth,
Including all 120 counties and the 87 federally-designated health provider shortage areas. We
have expetienced first-hand the need for expanded coverage and access to health care, ’

particufarly primary care and preventive services.

Taking advantage of the ACA Medicaid Expanston in Kentucky would result in health care
coverage belng extended to more than 300,000 Kentuckians, nea rly one-half of those who are
currently uninsured. Thelr lack of access to care drives tp the cost of emergehcy room services
both economically and In health outcomes. We need to do better in Kentucky!

The coalition and Its mem hers are ready and willing to serve this new popylation of Kentuckians
who would hecome Medicald members, offering them high—guatity health care servicés, patient
education and prevention. We hope that the Governor will ake action to realize this great

opportunity.

Sincerely, : . .
me s T

ulianne Z. Ewen, DNP, APRN ' S eiEa?aucette‘

President . £xecutive Director

* e keRpnimorg 1017 ASH STREET LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 502.333.0076




- KENTUCKY QQUN_CIL QF CHURCHES

P.0. Box 23171, Lexington, Kentucky 40523-3171
Telephonb (859) 269-7715  Fax (859) 275-2118
Fmail kee@kyeouncilofchurches.org Web: wwwkycouncilofehurches.org

March 29, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cébinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6 W-A

Frankfort, KY 40601-2321

Re: Support for Medicaid Expaﬁsion‘

Dear Commissioner Kissner: -

The 12 Christian traditions in the Kentucky Council of Churches have a long-standing prayerful
commitment to ensuring that each and every Kentuckian gain access fo affordable, quality health
care. For this reason, we write now in support of the Commonwealth claiming the federal funds
set aside for this state so that we may expand Medicaid eligibility to 138% of federal poverty

level as infended by the Affordable Care Act.

This historic opportunity would at once address the poor health of Kentuckians and additionally
bolster the economy of the Commonwealth. Expansion of access to affordable, quality health
care for all is a goal of the Christian community. Healthcare is essential to protecting productive
and healthy lives with dignity for all. Jesus came to give life aburidantly (John 10:10) and his
ministry-showed that healing is part of that gift. This Medicaid moment is a rare opportunity fo
“move the needle” for the welfare of Kentuckians, because a large number of us are vn- or
under-insured and we niow have the chance to gain new access to health care.

This is also a moment, however, when we call for improvements in the.administration of

- Medicaid as Keniucky healthcare has become out-sourced to Managed Care Organizations
(MCOs) whose performance has not lived up fo expectations. The Commonwealth should insist
that for-profit MCOs be good and effective partners if they are to benefit from the large market

increase of expanded Medicaid eligibility.
Ifthe Commonwealth uses this opportunity well, we see these among the-positive outcomes:

e InKentucky as many as 329,000 uninsured people would become eligible. An estimated
621,000 Kentuckians, 14.4% of our total state population, had no health insurance
coverage in 2011, With the accepting of federal funds, already set aside for this project,
around 57% of un/under-insured Kentuckians will become covered. ’

Please remember the Council in your prayers and in your planned giving, anntial giving, aud church budgeting!

African Methodist Episcopal * African Methodist Episcopal Zion “Christian Church in K'Y “Christian Methodist Eplscopat
Cumberland Presbyterian " Episcopal ” Evangelical Lutheran Church in America " Kentucky Baptist Fellowship * Presbyterian Church USA
' Roman Catholic " United Church of Christ ~ United Methodist ~ Union Church, Berea .
Observer-Participants: Friends Mesting Berea/Lexington " Salvation Army (SWONEKY & KY/TN Divisions)
Ecumentcal Partners: Church Women United * Church World Service ” Kentuckiana Interfaith Community * Oikocredit ™
- ) . Padnnah Caonerative Ministry :




 Kentuckians who are likely to use emergency services will receive coverage and can
better avoid costly crisis care. Expansion benefits the individual patient’s bhealth, the
family unit’s financial status, and the taxpayer in that the public will not be forced to pick
up the tab for unpaid bills. The cost of the uninsured to the Kentucky economy tops $1.1

billion per year today.

- o IfKentucky chooses to accept this program we will all be affected. As advocates for the
most vulnerable, we particularly note that significant numbers of veterans, persons with
disabilities, and persons with HIV stand to gain from the change, as well as the many

children affected.

° Kentucky curtently ranks very low in terms of mortality, cancer, and catdiovascular
disease. Other states that expanded their Medicaid programs in the last decade to cover
low-income adults with children or disabilities found that their death rates declined.

¢ Kentucky’s expansion cost during the first six years is estimated at $547 million in state - -
funds because the federal government will pick up 100% of expansion costs from 2014 to
2016. By putting up these additional state funds to expand Medicaid, Kentucky will '
atiract more than $11 billion in additional federal dollars to the state economy through
2019 and could add almost 15,000 jobs. The additional cost will be offset because the
Medicaid expansion and availability of coverage through Health Exchanges under the
ACA will reduce the amount of uncompensated care in Kentucky by an cstimated $687
million to as much as $1.375 billion from 2014 to 2019. Given the reduction in
uncompensated care, Kentucky would experience net savings of between $140 million
and $828 million through 2019 by taking advantago of the ACA Medicaid offer,

In conclusic;n, please claim the federal funds set aside for us as a way fo increase dramatically
the health care access of Kentuckians and improve onr economy and communities. And know
that in our churches we pray regularly for public servants such as yourself as you face these

momentous decisions and challenges.

Sincerely,
The Rev, Mike Ward, Executive Bqard'i’resident

The Rev. Marian M. Taylor, Executive Director

Pléase remember the Council in your prayers and in your planned giving, annual giving, and chureh budgeting!

. Aftican Methodist Episcopal * Aftican Methodist Episcopal Zion "Christian Church in K'Y “Christian Methodist Episcopal
Cuinbetland Presbyterian ~ Episcopal " Evangelical Lutheran Church in America " Kentucky Baptist Fellowship " Presbyterian Church USA
Roman Catholic " United Church of Christ " United Methodist * Union Church, Berea :
Observer-Participants; Friends Meeting Berea/Lexington " Salvation Army (SWONEKY & KY/TN Divisions)
Ecumenical Partners: Church Women United * Church World Service " Kentuckiana Interfaith Community " Oikocredit ™
o Paducah Cooperative Ministry :




111 Darby Shire Circte
Frantdart, KY 40601
. Phona 502209-KDVA (5382)
FaxSOﬁf%.KDVA (5382)

March 25, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services
275 East Main Street, 6W-A

" Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear-Gommissioher Kissher:

The Kentucky Domestic Violence Association (KDVA) strongly supports-expanding
"Medigaid eligibility in Kenfucky. "KDVA Is an association of the state’s 18 state-funded

domestic violence programs. Expanding Medicald will directly impact many of the more

than 22,000 survivors who seek services at our shelfers each year. N

one of the worst states in the -nation in terms of mortality, -
isease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

Kentucky currently ranks as
cancer, and cardiovascular d
suggests that by expanding coverage,

We aleo understand that the federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the
newly sligible for three years, Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens

af no cost,

Finally, we believe expanding Medicaid will help our seconomy, adding almost 15,000
jobs, '

We hope you will agree with us and move forward with the expansibn.

Sincerely,

/%w? 0ok e
Mary O'Doherty
Assistant Director
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Keneueley Equal Justice Center
20 W. Short Strest, Suita 310
Lex!ngton, KY 405 07

ENTUCKY EQUAL i" 859 233 3057
FIUSTICECENTER g g0 9330007

March 28, 2013 |
. _ e ONER
Commissioner Lawrence Kissner . '
.. Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A., -
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Medicaid expansion would créate‘seéurity and opportunity

Dear Commissioner Kissner,

With this Ietier, 1 offer our enthusiastio support of for Kentucky’s adoption of Medicaid
expansion under the Affordable Care Act and pledge to share that support again publicly
should the Governor announce a decision to move forward, A number ofrecent findings
from varions quarters have made an imp1esmon on me. Undel Medioaid expansmn' '

o Anestimated 11,000 of Kenmcky 8 umnsmed veterans would be eligible for
coverage

»  Workers in a vatlety of ocoupations would be eligible, with food service and
construction topping the list-—and grocery, retail and child care not far behind

» An estimated 14,700 jobs would be created by bl'ingﬁlg federal dc;llars here, an
economic impact that rivals landing the Toyota plant

1 know that you have gathered, received and studied a broad spectrum of information and
asked tough questions to inform the Governor’s degision, Rather than repeat or explain
data, for the rest of this letter I will share a more pelsonai perspective based on years of
working with legal services staff and clients.

Kenfucky Equal Justice Center is a multi-issue poverty law research and advocacy center
for the state’s civil legal services programs for low income people. We wosk with a
variety of community partners on issies from health care to workers’ rights o consumer

-protection.

Our {rack record on public benefits and health care is strong, As early as 1988, we
worked with community paréness and Rep. Tom Burch to improve income guldelmes for
AFDC so that pavents could earn more without 1osmg Medicald, with cash grants phased

out slowly as income rose.




Under those changes, long before KCHIP, about 10,000 families were able fo keep
Medicaid at higher levels of earnings. And something interesting happened: average
AFDC cash grants went down. .

T am convinced that the security provided by health coverage unleashes oreativity and
. productivity and creates opportunity—whether to put in more hours, earn a better wage,
. change jobs, or start 4 small business. .

In 1988, Kentucky cut'off Medicaid at the lowest level of earnings of any stafe—a

distinction that Rep. Burch remedied with broad bipartisan support, Since then, however, -

income guidelines have been stagnant, Wotking families now are ineligible for coverage
or lose it at earriings far below the poverty level.

As well, many people are excluded from Medicaid not because they are not poor enough
but because they fall in the wrong “categoty” for covetage—older workers and eatly
tetirees, for example, who may struggle with chronic health conditions that fall short of
disability; and younger workers without children in the home.

For a period of time; I was well-versed in the categories and rules of Medicaid eligibility,
for every category except the complex wotld of long term care, Often, Y would receive
calls from legal services offices, asking whether help was available with health care.
Often, the client was sitting in a legal services office somewhere out in the state, waiting

to see if I could come up with a “yes”,

Too often, the answer was no, Too often, it was coupled with-strange advice:

If you just earned a liftle less, you'd be eligible for Medicaid
Wait until you are sicker and at least you can go fo the hospital emergency room
Be a one-patent family instead of a two patent family to get nid

- You’d be eligible if you had children, or one on the way

® ¢ o o

Quite apart from the jobs if creates, the uncompensated care it covers, the health
outcomes it ultimately will change—-and even apart from the doflars Kentuckians pay in
federal taxes that will come here rather than go efsewhete—from day one, Medicaid
expansion will begin to remove these absurd dilemmas and batriers. It will create
security, broaden opporiunity and enhauce life choices that people can make, '

Singpiely, ’ ’ '
Pldoa ) S0
Richard J. Secke : s
Director :




KENTUCKY HEALTH DEPARTMENTS ASSO_CIATION, INCORPORATED

Telephone: 502.875.2235

Steﬁe'Bing,vExecutivé Director
140 Consumeyr Lane Fay: 502.226.5155
| Web: www.lhda-ky.org

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

fzorz,

RECEVED |

Match 26, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner HAR

Cabinet for Health and Family Services - o 29 0m
Department of Medicaid Services SPARTHENT 103 ip).

975 Rast Main Strest, 6W-A VO e gff%iig\;iiss
Frankfort, K'Y 40621 : _ - o L NERY

-Re: Support for Medicaid Bxpansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

1 am writing fo you on behalf of the Kentucky Health Departments ‘Association to urge you 1o expand Medicaid

eligibility in Kentucky. Medicald coverage shoutd be expanded fo cover individuals and families with incomes up

10 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act, Ourmermbets see Kentuckians every day
Wa work hard to try to S¢iVe those patients

in the health deparfments across the state with 1o insurance COverage.
or link them to available resources. Expanding Medicaid coverage wonld allow patients to access the‘healthcare

yesources they need,

Listed below are three of the main reasons our association belloves this expansion should oceut:

Up to 417,000 of themt could be covered by‘ the

. At feast 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured,
expansion,
. Kentucky currently ranks as ono of theworst states it the nation in terms of mortality, cancer, and

cardiovascular disease. Regearch by fhe Harvard Séhool of Public Health suggesis that by expanding coverage,
Kentucky can réduce its death rate by 6%. : :

° The federal goveriiment will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eﬁéibie {or three years. Kentucky can

cover hundreds of thousands of ##s cltizens at no cost.
atuckians as outlined in the ACA will allow health departments 1o

" Hxpanding Medlcaid cOverage to all eligible Ke
free up searce resovrces to camry out out core public health mission. ‘We support this expansion and stand ready to

support the state it its implementation.

Sincerely,

pee]

A. Scolt Locicard
President
Kentucky Health Departments Association




Rentucky Health Justice Network

April 2,2013

Lawrence Kissner, Commissioner
Department of Medicaid Seivices
275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissnei:

We weite on behalf of the Kentucky Health Justice Network (KHIN) in support of Medicaid
expansion to 138% of the federal poveity under the Affordable Care Act. KHINisa
reproductive justice oiganization that envisions a wotld where all worien and men have control
over their fives. It works o incréase access to medical sérvices regardiess of gender, race,
income, geogtaphic location, and sexyal otientation. We support the expansion of Medicaid
because it will be good for women and reduce health disparities. A few of the examples of its
impac{ include: ‘

e Expansion would. increase access fo family planning setvices and snpplies for low-
incotie wonien and their families, many of whom aie not categorically eligible curiently,

o -Expansion could provide assistance with transpoitation to needed medical appointtments,

which is especially important for Kentucky’s mural residents and those in urban seitings
who rely on public transportation.

o Expansion will help slow the spread of sexually transmitied diseases, including
HIV/AIDS, by allowing individuals to obtain testiig and iiiitiate tréatiesit Sooner,
Currently, nearly 30% of people with HIV are vninsured, and up to 59% are not in
regular pare,”

Additionally, because more than half of Kentucky’s uniinsured earn less than 138% of the federal
poverty lifis, the state would particulaily beniefit from the expansion. Given that the federal

! Scott M. Hammer, MD, Antirefroviral Treatment as Prevention, 365 New Eng. J. Med 561 {Aug: 11,2011),




government will pay 100% of the costs for fhe newly eligible residents, this is too good a deal to
pass up. We liope that you will join us in' supporting Medicaid expansion in Kentucky.

Sincerely,

Faral Ardeshiv
Lead Organizer

AL

Anne Hadreas -
President, Board of Directors
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RentuckyOne Health

- March 5, 2013

Secretaty Audrey Haynes
- Cabinet for Health and Family Setvicos
Office of the Secretary
275 Bust Main Strect
Frankfort, KY 40621

Dear Seorctary Haynos:

As you know, the Affordable Cave Act (ACA) expands Medicaid eligibillty to all indtviduals

vnder the age of 65 with eatnings of up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level, The law
“required the fedetal government to pay a 100 percent foderal medical assistatice petentage for

the newly cligible indtvidals for'the First threo yeats, with the federal / state split lowering to 90

/ 10 overtime, - .

However, the U.S, Supreme Court ruled that states ato ot tequired to expand coverage under the
ACA provisions, and as a result, it is now up to each state fo defermine whether fo expand its
Medicdid program and receive federal Tunds that cover mote of the costs,

Improving health cate access and coverage for atl Kentnokians is aligned with KentuekyOne
Healih’s mission to improve the health of the Individuals and communities we serve actoss the
Commonwealth, KentyekyOne fully suppotts and encourages the expansion of Medicald
covesage to protect and improve the healtli and well-betug of approxd mately 300,000 eligible
Kentuckians, Itis the kight thing to do for our most vulnerable cifizens.

Sincerely, . )
/%z/; ik )@‘M&;}

Ruth W, Biinkley, FACHE
President & CEO




Kentucky Parinership. for Families and Children, Inc..
207 Holimes Street, First Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601 :
Phone: 502-875-1320  Fax: 502-875-1399
Parent toll free number: 1-800-369-0533
E-mail: kpfe@kypartnership.org
" www.kypartnership.org

April 4,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A"
Frankfort, K'Y 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

On behalf of Kentucky Partnership for Families and Children, Inc, (KPFC), 1 am writing to support the decision to
expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. Medicaid coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and families
with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an
opportunity to enhance the health of Kentucky. It is a great bargain for the Commonwealth, This is a great chance to
betier Kentucky’s health status and economy. Here are somé of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this

chance:

At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Over 400,000 of them could be covered by the

expansion.

e Having so many uninsured affects alf of us, The annual costs associated with uninsured Kentuckians ate

estimated at more than $1 billion.

he worst states in the nation in terms of mortality, cancer, and

o Kentucky currently ranks as one of t _
cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Heatth suggests that by expanding .

" coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years. Kentucky can
cover hundreds of thousands 6f its citizens at no cost. . Co
o Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.

KPFC provides education, advocacy and support for children and youth with behavioral health challenges and their
ith KPFC and move forward with the expansion, 50 that famifies can find the

families, I hope you will agree W _
appropriate, accessible services they need for appropriate mental and physical wellness.

Sincerely, .
Carol W. Cecil, Bxecutive Director

"Assisting Children and Youth with Behavioral Health Challenges"
e .. &8 ohce. . Y T Y T B8 s2a8e




KENTUCKY
PRIMARY CARE ASSOCIATION, INC.
: . 226 West Main Street

‘P.O. Box 751
Frankfort, KY ..40602-0751

March 28, 2013

- Commissioner Lawrence Kissrer
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services
275 East Main Street, 6 W-A
Franifort, KY 40621 -

Ré: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

The Kentucky Primaty Care Association supporis thie decision toexpand Medicaid eligibility in
Kentucky. We represent Federally Qualified Health Ceiters, Ruiral Health Clinics arid Primaty
Care Centers with a shared mission fo promote acgess {0 cgmp):ehensiye, community-oriented
primary health care services for the undetserved throughout the Commonwealth.

- As safety-nef providers, our members serve Kentucky's low-income residents; including the
Meédicaid population as.well.as individuals and Families who dre vninsured. Our patients face

tremendous batriers to gare that contribute to some of the'worst health outcomes in the conmty.

Too often, low income upihsuredKentuckians experience long waits for appointments and
caimot access dave until thelr condition becomes severe enough to réquite expensive emergency
care and hospitalization. By ekpanding Medicaid to cover individuals afid fainilies with irrcomes
up to 138% of the federal poverty level, these barriers to care will be grealy reduced as our

 safoty-net strengthens across the state,

health of Kentucky and a great bargain for

Medicaid expansion is an oppértunity to eihande fhie .
hope Keritucky will take advantage of this

. the Commonwealth, Here are some 0f'the reasons we
chance o better our health status and economy:

At Joast 621,000 Keatuckians currently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them could be
covered by the expansion. '

Having so many uninsured affects all of us, The annual costs -assoi;iated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated 4t more than $1 billion. ' "

o Xentucky curtently ranks as orie of the worst states.in the nation in terms of moftalit:_y,
cancer, and cardidvascular diseasg. Research by the Hasvard School of Public H_aalth
suggests that by expanding coverage, Kenfueky ¢an reduce its.deafh rate by 6%.




o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years.

Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at 0o cost,

e Aninfusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy.

" That money is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but tather to local healtheare providers.
Those dollars flow info the econbhiy as indirect spending and boost fhe state budget
ﬂnough tax do}lars

‘That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is 4 gogd idea for Kentucky We hope
vou will agree with us and wmk with Secretary Haynes and Governor Beshear to move forward

with the expansion,

Our mernbers stand ready to work with the Department 'f;n Medlcaid Services to eéxpand their
capacity to provide comprehenswe pmnary care services to hewly Medicaid-eligible

Kentuckians,

. Sin reI},fV'

Joseph E. Sthith
Executive Director
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: Smcerely,

April 3, 2013 °

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner .
Cabinet for Health and Family Setvices
Department for Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfourt, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissnet:

On behalf of the Kentucky Psychological Association, representing over 1,040
practitioners, academicians, researchers and students, I am writing to vrge
Governor Beshear to take action to extend health care services fo more than
300,000 Kentuckians by expanding Medicaid eligibility to 138% of the federal

poverty level,

This opportunity, afforded by the provisions of the Affordable Care Act, is one
which should certeinly not be overlooked. It has the potential to significantly »
improve the health of over one-half of the Kentuckians who are cuirently

uninsured and without access to health care.

As researchers and providers of behavioral health services, psychologists ate
well aware of the interplay of behavioral and physical health issues, and the
need to address both if the individual is o function to his or her full capability.
Expanding eligibility o entoll in the Medicaid program would give these
individual the opportunity to receive quality treatment, as well as the p1event1ve .

services that lead to good health
We stand in full support of the Medicaid Expansion in Kentucky and hope that

- the Governor will act soon to make this a reality,

Thank you for your consideration.

o D Wl

Lisa Willner, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Viatlmn P00 004 (YFTT Brw EADY QO L (WIDE

120 Sears Avenus, Suite 214, Louisville, Kentucky 40207
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I entucky Public Health Assm‘mﬁmn
P.0O. Box 4647
Frankfort, Kentucky 40604-4647
Telgphone: (502) 875-2255
Fax: (502)226-5155
Emall: kpha@afewpb.nel
Web:  www.kpha-ky.orp

April 1,2013

Commmissioner Lawrence Kissner

Cabinet for Health and Family Sexvices
Departiment of Medioald Services

275 Hast Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medieald Expansion

APR 04 2op

it l.f/'lfn,ri BT son -
‘-(’(ul'ff'[ {}‘ “ it :( =

Dear Commissioner Kissnes

Tam Wuthlg on behalf of the Kentucky Public Health Association to suppott: ﬂle decision to expand Medicaid
eligibility in Kentucky. Medicald coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and faumilies with incomes
up to 138% of the federal poverty level as intended by thie Affordable Care Act. The cxpansioi is an
opporfunity to enhance the health of Kentucky, Hete are some of the reasons we hope you take advantage of
this opportunity to provide access to care to over 400,000 people and improve Kentucky’s health status while

boosting the economy:

2]

At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured, Up to 417,000 of them could be covered by the

expansion,
Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsured Kentuckians ate

éstimated at more than $1 billion,

Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality, cancer, and
cardiovascular disease. Rescatol by the Harvard School of Public Healih suggests that by expanding
covetage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for thres years, Kentucky can
covet hundreds of thousands of its ¢itizens at-no cost.

An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy, That money is not
pald to Medicald recipients, but rather to local healthcare providers. Those dollars flow into the
economy as indirect spending and boost the state budget through tax Jollars.

These ate only a fiaction of the many reasons why expansion is good for Kentucky, We hope you will agree
with us and move forward with the expansion,

Sincerely,

Z’é»ax,

Randy Gooch
President




THE KENTUCKY SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK

April 5,2013

. Dear Commissioner Xissner,

I am writing on behalf of the Kentucky Society for clinical social work to support
the expansion of the Affordable Care Act in Kentucky. This plan will increase the
numbet of people getting medical ireatment in Kentucky rather than accessing care
through Emeigency Medical and Psychiatric services. Depression costs employers
each year billion of dollars in lost work days. This Jegislation will allow physical

and mental health services to the population most in need.

Sincerely -

Sally E. Rhoads, LCSW
KSCSW Legislative Chair




March 25, 2013.

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Depaitment of Medicaid Seivices

2°75 Rast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

‘Ret Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

I am writing to support the decision to sxﬁaud Moedicaid efigibility In Kentucky. Medicaid
with incomés up to 138% of

coverage should be oxpanded o cover individuals and families
fedetal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an opportanity to

enhanco the health of Kentucky. It is a groat bargain for the Commonwealth, This is a great
chance to better Kentucky’s health status and economy, Hete are some of the reasons we hope

you take advantage of this chance!

o At least 621,000 Kentuékians cuttently are uninsured. Over 400,0{}0 of them could be
covered by the expansion. : .

o Having so many uninsured affects all of us, The annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuokians ate estimated at more than $1 hillion.

as one of the worst states n the nation in terms of morfality,.

o Kentucky ourrently ranks
+ discase. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health

cancer, and cardlovasoula
suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

o The fedetal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years.
Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of ifs citizens at no cost

o Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.

That is only a fraction of the n&_any reasons why expanston is good idea for Kentucky. We hope
you will agree with us and move forward with the expansion. -

Sincerely,

Regan Hunt, MPA.
_ Executive Ditector




KENTUCKY - . . : 11001 Bluegrass Pkwy.
Sulfe 100

Jolce: 502.895.8167
fox: 502.895.8225

YouTH
- ADVOCATES : . . jeffersonfown, KY 40299 foH free: 883.825.5592

www.kyyouth.org
April 3,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
‘Cabinet for Health and Pamily Services
Department of Medicaid Services

975 Rast Main Street, 6W-A.

Frankfort, K'Y 40621

Dear Commissionst Kissner,

On behalf of Kentucky Youth Advocates, please accept this letter of support for Kentucky to expand Medicaid
for adulis to 138 percent of the federal poverty level beginning in January 2014, Kentucky vouth Advocates, 2
‘statewids child advocacy organization, is passionate about improving child well-being and public policies that
infinence the lives of children and families. Medicaid expansion will grant thousands of Kentuckians access to

affordable health care, especially those living in low-income and yulnerable families.

Providing affordable health coverage for parents is one key way to improve overall family heaith and reduce
the number of uninsured children, as described in the enclosed issue brief, Medicaid Expansion i Kentucky:

Kids Have Much to Gain. A parent’s health affects the héalth and well-being of other family members. Also,
ely to envoll and keep their children enrolled in health coverage,

parents who have health coverage are more fik
resulting in more children stayin connected to the health systen. Approximately 61,000 children lack health

insurance in Kentucky, and many of them may be eligible-for Medicaid or KCIHP Put are not earolled, Most

. part-time and hourly jobs do not provide employer—spansored insurance, and premiums may be unaffordable
frored. Medicaid expansion cOVerage will

for low-income families even if empioyer-'sponsored insnrancs is O

enable parents to receive regular health care services and stay healthier overall. With more parents receiving
timely health car¢ services, high health care costs that result from delayed care will go down.

cosls or savings of expansion, all studies make the case that

expansion is 2 bargain for Kenfucky. Additionally, a xecent SUIVey of Kentuckians showed that 63 percent
supported accepting federal funds to expand Medicaid. Those in support included people from both sides of the

political aisle. Expansion will not only imyprove the health of adults but also child and family health, The

potential CONSEqUences of not expanding; inclnding high'costs of unmet health care needs, may poteniaily

While itisnot possible io determine the exact

outweigh the expected costs of expanding. Kentucky’s children cannot wait for more opportunities to come
along to improve {he health of our state. We are enthused, ready and witling to support Medicaid expanston in
the state of Kentucky! :
Sincerely,
Terry Brooks
Exeoutive Director
e N _ . _ -
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March 22, 2013

Lawrence Kissner

Commissioner
Department for Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, BW-A
Erankfoit, Kentucky 40621

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

This is to advise you that the Lexington-Fayette County Heaith
Department supports a decision to expand Medicaid eligibility fo
individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level .
as infended by the Affordable Care Act. It is obvious that many of the
_ approximately 40,000 uninsured persons in Lexington will bensfit from
such a change. It is also evident that adding so many newly insured
patients will require fund reallocations 1o support the initiative and wil
impact the health ¢are system in many ways that it may or may not be

prepared to manage at the outset.

.Our support Is accompanted by an assumption that the Depariment of
Medicaid Services and the Cabinet for Health and Family Services will
be open to new ways fo manage both the medical treatment and
preventive services that will be required to mange this additional -

demand.
Sincerély, ' . | .
é’% Dby loce, 4P Lo C- @Lﬁ
" Gary R. Wallace, MD ' Rice C. Leach, MD o
BOH Chairman Cormmissioner of Healih

Co: Lexington-Fayette County Board of Health
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March 22, 2013 - oy T
SLERERTT
Commissioner T.awrence Kissner i e i
Cabinet for Health and Family Services BAR 7 o :
Department of Medicaid Services . 7 03 *E
275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A : B !
Frankfort, K'Y 40621 bt 5 1 COMMS B

Re: Support for Medieaid Expansion ‘

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

on to expand Medicaid eligibility in RKentucky.

T am writing to suppors the decisi
Medicaid coverago should be expanded te cover individuals and families with incomes

wp to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act, The
expansion is an opporfunity to enhance the health of Kentucky, It is a great bargain for
the Consmonywealth, Here are some of the reasots we hopo you take advantage of this

chance fo better Kentucky's health statug and economy:

:t_least 621,000 Kentuckians.currently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of thend could be covered by
p expansion,

"aviﬂg so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs assoelated with uninsured

Kentuokians are estitnated at more than $1 billion.

; entucky currently ranks as ons of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality, cancer, and
‘cardiovascular disease, Rescarchby the Tarvard School of Public Health suggests that by

‘-'eé_cpanding coverage, Kentuoky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

l_é]:‘ﬁe federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the nowly eligible for three years,
entucky can cover liundreds of thousands of iig citizens at no cost.

An'infusion of $11 billion dollars info Keatucky would do wonders for our economy. That money
; niot paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to local healtheare providets. Those Jollars flow into -
the cconomy as indirect spending and boost the state budget through tax dollats,

Atdsionly a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky. We haps you will '
g and move forward with the expansion. ’

fi&Bértcam
Health Director




WP | owis County Primary Care Center, Inc.

Ouality, Advanced, Affordable Healtheare
211 KY 59, P.O. Box 550 }’a_nc‘:'ebm-g, KY 41179
Phorie: 606-796-3020  Fax: 606-796-6221

March 28,2013

Commissioner Lawrerice Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

2775 Bast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 4p62i

Re: Support for Medicaid Expans‘i(;n ,

Dear Cormissionér Kissnér:

Lewis Cotmty Primaty Care Center, Inc. supports the decision fo expand Medicaid efigibility in
Kentucky. As a safety-net providér, we serve Kentucky’s low-incomé residents, including the
Meicaid populatiori as well as iridividuals and Fainilies who are wninsured. Our patiefits face
ireinendous barriers to Gare that contribute to some of thie worst health dtitcomes In the countty.
Tob often, low inconie uninsured Kentuckians expérience long whits for appointments and

cannot access caye witil their condifion bgeomes severe epough to require expopsive ewiergency
 cave o hospitatization, By expanding ‘Medicaid to cover individuals and families with inicosires
upfo 138% of the federal poverty Jével, these barers to care will be greatly réduced as Ouf

safety-nét strengthens across the stafe.

Medicaid expansion is ¢n opportunity to enhanee the health of Kentucky
the Commonwealth, Heté-ats somd of
chance to betier our hedlth status ang geonontys
o  Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians corrently ate witnsuired. Up to417;000 of them could bé
covered by the expansion. . _ '
s Having so indny ininsured affects all o'f_I;.'s.. The annual costs assopiated with vininsuted
Kentuckians are estimated af mote than $1 billjon.
the worst states in'the nation in terms of mortality,

Reséarch by the Heirvard School of Public Health
an fedude its death rate by 6%.

e Kenfucky currently ranks 4s one of
cancer, and cardiovascular disease.
suggests that by expandifig ¢coveragt, Kenhicky o

_ and a'great bargain for
the reasons we hope Kentugky will take. advantage of this




e The federal government wﬂl cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years
Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of ifs citizens at no cost.

o An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy.
Thiat money:is not paid to Medicaid recipiehts, but rather to local healtheare providers.
Those dollars flow into the econbmy as mcﬁrect spending and boost the state budgst
tbrough tax dollars.

That is only & fraction of the many reasons why expansion is a good idea fot Kentucky. We hope
you will agree with us and work with Secretary Haynes and Governor Beshear fo move forward
. with the expansion,

Lewis County Primary Care Centér, Inc. stands teady to work with the Depdririient for Medjcaid
Services to expaid our capacity to provide comprehensive primary care services to newly
Medxcald-ehglble Kentuckians,

Sincergly,

e yl /ﬁfﬁ“‘“ﬁ’.
Jerty Ugrin '
CEOD ‘

gt v
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Ré: Suplort for Medicsid. Expanston

Lincoln Trail District Health Department
108 NEW GLENDALE ROAD -
P.O. BOX 2609
ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY 42702-2609
(270) 769-1601
FAX (270) 7657274

April 1, 7013

Comimissiorier Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Hedlth and Family $efvices
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Malri Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

am wrntmgto sugport the déclsion to expaiid Medicaid eligibility.in Kentucky. Medicaid-coverage
should be expanded to tover mdlvidua!s and families with incomes up to 138% of fedeial poverty level
as Iiitended by the Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an opportunity to enhance the heaEth of

Kentiicky. It is a great bargain for the Commonwealth,

Other reasons we hope you take advantage of:this chance to better Kentucky'’s health status and
ecohomy: .

e At feast 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them: cou!d be covered
bythe expansion. The annyal costs associated with uhinsured Kentuﬁklans are estlmated at

. morethan$1 billion.
¢ Kéntucky currently ranks as one of the worst states In the'nation in terms of mortality, cancer,

and cardiovascular disease. ‘Research by the Harvard School of Public Héalth suggeststhat by

-expanding coverage, Kentueky can reduce its death rate by 6%.
" The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the niewly efigible for three years,
. -Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost, An infusion of $11 hillion
dollars into Keritucky will be paid to local healthcare providers.

That is énly a fraction of the many reasons why expansion Is good idea for Kentucky, We hope.you will
agree with us and move forward with the expansion.

Siricegely, -

padw A8

inda M. Sims, MSN, FACHE

Director
Lincoln Trail Bistrict Heafth Department
T GRAYSON GO HEALTHCENTER 71 HARDIM CO. HEALTH GENTER-E-TOWN 71 HARDIN (‘O HEALTH CENTER'‘BADCLIFF 73 LARUE O HEALTH CENTER
124 EAST WHITE QAK ST SEOWESTPORT ROAD 1463 NORTH WILS0O# 215 EAST MAlM ST.
LEFTCHFIELD, KEMTUCKY 42754 ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY 12704 RADCUFF, REMTUGKY 40160 HODGENVIELE, KEMTUGKY 42718
{270) 259-3141 {270} 765-6133 {270) 352.2526° '.(ET_D) 353-3644
A MARION €0, HEALTH GENTER 71 LEARE GO, HEAUTH GENTER 1 HELSOM GO, HEALTH CENTER [1 WASHINGTON CO.HEALTHGENTER
516 HORTH SPALOING AVE. 520 HILLCREST DRIVE 325 SOUTH THIRD 402 EAST MAIN ST. i
BARNSTAWN REMTHRKY IDARL ‘APRINGFIEE D KENTHCKY 40034 4
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London %7
Women’s Care

care uptil their condition becomes severe enbugh 1o require expensive el

March 28, 2013

Commissionér Lawrence Kissner
Cabingt for Health And Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

" %75 Rast-Main Sireet, 6W-A.

Fratikfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Deai: Comgl]issioger'Kiss‘ner:

London Womgi’s Cate supporfs the decisionto 8xpand Megii};a:ic_'l.'éﬁgib‘jli!m_jpj{;em‘qugy‘,.A:géa, .
safety-ngtprovidery we sérve Kedticky's fovi-iitome residents, including the Medicald -
population ag well as individuals aid families who ar¢ uninsared, Gur patients face fremendous
barsiers to care that contiibute fo'soriic of the.worst health out¥omestiiy e countty. T 00 affen;
Iovr inconte-uninsured Kentuckians experiéncé tong Wa,i'fs' Toi“égplj_p'j ;it_jﬁe‘;}}s _énd'daiiiiéf"ﬁqélésé
fiergsiicy cate of *
als and families with incomesup to *

hospitalization. By expdnding Medicald to cover individu
I b8 greatly reduced as our safety-net

138% of the federal poverty level, these batiiers fo caré Wi
strengthens across the stafe, .

Medicsid expaission i8 a opp srtubty to Bithdnce the health of Kentucky aiid & preat bargaii for
the Commonwealth. Hedearesoime of the feasolis we hope Kentucky will take advatage of this
chance to bettet ot Ligalth sfatus and econoimy:

Atléast 621,000 Kentuckiaus cuirently arp uninsuted. Upito 417,;)0'0 of them could be
coveied by the sxpansion,

o Haying sb many ini_iﬁaéuféif affects all of us. The antival gosts gesociated wyith viririsred

Kentuckians are esfimated at more than 11 billion, ' :

. 9; Kentucky.currently yanks as ohd'of th't; \;fo'rsﬁ st‘étgjs i the:n'a-'_tiqﬁ._‘glgférfi{is of ’:i;nqﬁtgilijy,

s cancet;and cardiovaseulaf disgase: Régeqreh by fhie Haivaid Sehool of Public Healfh

wo- chsliggests fhat by expandiigcoverags, KentticKy gan‘teduge ifs death rate by 6%..
- g e \\ e T -:}- Lo, *:““r' Lo GOS0 T V] BN '.t ’

+.i0" The foderal govefiment whl cover 100% of tlic cost for the newly eligible foy thies yeats.

“Kentacky chitt cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens af no cost. '

Iniernal Medicing




o Aninfusion of $11 billion dollars into Kenticky woild do Worides foi ovir ecoriomy:
Thatmoney is not-paid to Medicaid recipients, buf 1athey fo focal healthcare praviders.
Those dollars flow into fhe economy as indireet spending and boost the stafe budget
thidugh tax dollars, '
That is _{n;ﬂy a fragtion of the miany rgasons why expansion is a good idea for Kentuck_y. We hope
you will agree with.us and work wifh Secrefary Haynes and Governor Beshear to maye forwayd
with the expansion. :

London Wonien’s Cére stands ready to work with the Departmerit for Medleaid Services to

-expand‘our capaci ty to provide comprehensive primary care serviegs fo newly M@df_qaiﬂ-‘g%ligiblg

Kentuckians,

Sincefely, .
%-zwav % G

Joann Nolari _
Practice Administratoy
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March 28,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabiriet foi: Healtli aind Fajnlly Scivices
Depaituieht-of Medigaid Setvices,

275 East Maln Sfreet, 6W-A

Frankfort; KY 40621

et Support for Medicaid Expansion

. Dear Commissioner Kissners

Léndoli Wonen's‘Carée:supports the decision to-¢spand Medicaid eligibility inKentucky, As a
safety-net-providér; weserve Kenticky's 1ow-liicome resideiits, i nchidiug the Medicaid ™,
population aswéll-as individials and familiés who ave {ininsuiéd.: Onrpaticts face trehiéiidots
barrieisto care that confribute to some of the woust health-.outcomes in the countty, Too often,
low ncome uningured Kentuckians experience long waits for appointments and cainnot access
saive wifil their sondifion becomes severe enough-to requite ekpensivé elifergency cate or
hospitalization, By exphiiding Médicsid t6 cover individuals and families with ticonies up to
138% of the fedexal poverty level, thess barics to care will be greatly teduced a5 our safety-net
sfrengthens.across the stafe, ' .

Medicaid expansion is & 6pportunity ‘to enhanoe the health of Kentupky and-a great bargain for ,
ilie Commonwealth. Hers'are soie of the reasons we hope Kentucky will také advaiitage of {iis
chance to betler ou health status and gcononiy: ! ‘

o Atlenst GZI,ODO-Ken[u;ﬁkians corrently ave uninsured, Up to 417,000 of thein: could be

-covered by the expansiop.

.o Haying so many unlisured affects all of us. ';‘-hé aunual costs associated with iiingured
Kentucklaits aié estimated atmote than $ 1 billion: =~~~ © 7 [,

...+ Kenfucky.ciitently taitks a5ohg-0F it Worst stafes i the nation n ferms of mbifallfys
+ « 1 odncetyand cardioyascular dissase. Res¢aicli by the Hatvaid Sehool:6f ”l?i_zlbli.c::fi:-igégl.th ’
% . suggests that by expanding éoveinge, Keritucky can rediice ts'deathitate by 6%,

¥
. - i

o [Thefederal goyernment will cover 100% of the cost for the fiewly eligible for thice yedrs,
Kenticky can-cover huiidreds of fhousan_ds ofits citizens at noe cost.




" An infusmn ef 811 billion doflars into Kexticky would do wondeis for ouir economy.,
That money is riot paid to Medicaid reciplents, but vather to Iocal hedltheare providess:
Those dollars flow into the econpmy as Indirect spendmg and boost thee state budget
through fax.doltars.

That is ohly a fiaction of fhei nany-teasons why expansion is 4 good jdes for Kentucky, We hope
you will agiee withus and wotk with Secietary Haynes and Goyernor, | Besheal fo move forward

with the expansion.

London Women’s Catt stands.ready to work with the Dﬁpamnent for Medioald Services fo
expand our capagity to provide compl ichiensive primary c;ne servicesto newly Medicaid-eligible
Kentuckians, :

Shicerely,

Thomas Meclias, MD




LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE METRO BOARD OF HEALTH

GREG FISCHER WILLIAM M. ALIMAN, JD,; MA GABRIELA ALCALDE, MPH
MAYOR : BOARD CHAIR BOARD VICE-CHAIR
April 5, 2013

Commissiorier Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Seivices
Departiment of Medicald Services

275 East Malh Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Dear Commissloner Kissher:

As a public health entity committed to promoting and protecting equitable physical, mental, and
environmental health in the Loulsville cominunity, we are writing to you to volce oui support for
expanding Medicaid. In a state with high rates of poverty and other conditlons that undermine health
.and wellbeing, we believe that providing health coverage for low-income Indlviduals and families is the
right thing to do from an lidividual and population health perspective.

-Lack of access to care has significant economic and human costs and negatively Impacts health
care providers as individuals, Study projections from other states estimate that expanding Medicaid
would result in measurable improvements in health access, health costs, and economic lnputs Because
the Individuals Wwho would gain coverage through the expansion dre currently Uninsured, prowders and
health care facilittes would benefit from being reimbursed for care that Is currently uncompensated:
Further, as the Disproportionate Share Hospital payments decréase over the next few years, receiving
reimbursement for currently uninsured individuals will be particularly important to hospitals in
Kentticky.




Commissloner Lawrence Kissner

April 5, 2013
Page 2

With the federal government's generous match rate (ahd Kentucky's already high FMAP) and
wide public support for expanding Medicaid, the Médicald expansion is not only the ethical thing to do,
but also the financlally responsible decision for Kentucky, i order for Ken‘tuc_ky to take ad',vanta_ge of
the coming health policy changes, we need to make sure that as much of our population has access to
quality care as possible,

P.0, DOX 1704

400 EAST GRAY STREET

Sincerely,

(Wil M.

Willlam M, Altran; JB, Chair

Gabriela Alcalde, MPH, DrPH, Vice-chalr
LaQuandra Nesbitt, MD, MPH

Sherry Babbage, DMD

Karen Cost, PhD

Michael Needlenan, MD

Connle Sorrell, MPH

Jerry Temes, MD

Anthony Zipple, PhD

Michael Auslarider, DVM, Ex-Officlo Member
Robert Steéirjer, MD PhD, Ex-Officio Member
William B, Wagier; Ex-Officlo Member

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40202 502574650 FAX 502.574.6588




JHE Miuie Langdon Drive
Munchesicr. KY 40862
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Ly OEHO-SU8-70N8

Manchester Memorial Hospital

March 28, 2013

Commissiotier Lawrente Kissnei
Cabinet for Health and Ramily Services
Departmerit-of Médicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support.for Medivaid Expansion
Dear Coxixmjési'oner?Kissncr:

Manchester Memorial Hospitdl supports the-decision t6 sxparid Medicaid el igibiility in Kentucky,
Al a safety-net-proyider, we serve Kentucky®s Jow-income residents, i neluding the Medicaid
population as well as fndividifals ind families who dre tninsured, Our patients face tremendous
barriers to care that cahiribute to some of the worst health outcomes in the conptry. Too often,
low iticome unifisured Kennickiars &¢perience long waits for appoiniments and cannol actess

care until their condition becomes:severe enough to require expensive emergency ¢are or

hospltalization. By expanding Medicaid jo cover individuals and families with incomes up to
138% of the federal povertylavel, these bariders to care will be gicatly reduced as-our safety-net

sfrenigthens across the stafe.

Medicald expapsion is an opporfunify to enhance the healih of Kentucky and a-great bargairi for
thie Coimicriwealth. Here are sothe of the reasons we hope Kentucky will 1ake ddvantage of this

-chance to better our health staus and economy:

o At ieas;‘, 621,000 Kentuckians curréntly dre uninsured. Up to 417,00b of their could be

covered by the expansion.

»  Having so hiany uﬁfli'sitre_cl Hifects all of us The guibial costs assoclated with uninswed
Kenluckians are gstiniated dt more than $1 billion.

e  Kehticky currently ranks as on of the worst sfafes i the nation i feyms of n"{ortqliiy,
. eaneer, and cardiovascular disease, Research by the Harvaid Sehool of Public Health
suggests that by expanding caverage, Kentucky cin reduce ifs death rate by6%.

o The federal goveinment will cover 100% of the cost for the newly cligible for three years.
Kentusky can cover hutidreds of thousandsof jts Citizens at no cost,

s A iifuston of$11 billion dolfars info Kentucky would do wohdets fot ur econbmy.
That money is not-paid to Medicid recipients, but iather to loeal healthéare providers.




Those doflars flow'into the economy as indirect spendirig and boost thi stafe bidget
through tax dollars, '

That is only a fraction of the many reasoris why exparision i$.4 good idéa ForKentutky, We lope
you will agrte with vs aid Work with Secretary Haynes and Governor Beshear fo, move forward
with the expansioin. . : ' ' .
Manchester Memorial Hospiital stands réady to work with the ‘Deépartinent foi Medicaid Services
to expand our-capacity to provide comprehensive primaty cate services to newly Medicsid-
eligible Kesituckians. .

Sincerefy;

Fritea Mo
Erika Skula
CEO




NET1F N
Mental Health America
' of Kentucky

April 1, 2013

Comniissioner' Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Pamily Services
Depariment of Medicaid Services '
275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Comnissioner Kissner:

Mental Health America of Kentucky supports the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky.
Medicaid coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of
federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care.Act. The-expausion is an opportunity to enhance’
the health of Kentucky. Itis.a great batgain for the Commonwealth. Thisisa great chance to better
Kentucky's health status and economy. Here are some of thé reasons we hope you take advantage of this
chance: ' " ‘

e At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Over 400,000 of them could be covered by thgz‘

expansion. .
¢ Having so many itinstred affects all of us. The annual costs agsociated with uninsured Kentuckians
ate cstimated at imore thari $1 billion. ’
o Kenticky ciitrently ranks as one of the'wdrét states in the nation in‘terms o'f"mqr'lzality, dancer; and
cardiovascular disease, Research by the Harvard School of Public Heéalth suggests that by expanding
coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%. _

e The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the Iiev\-;iy eligible for three years. Kcntucky

can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

Medicaid expansion conld add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy. o ' o _

a for Keiifucky. We hope you will

That is only a fraction of ‘the niany ;é@éans why expansion is good ide
- agree with us and move ‘forward with the expansion. .

Sincerely, .

Martha M. Newma, Execufive Direotor Lo
\1, AFaud Morbo sl .
79 Community

* . -Health Charities’

2o Srare Avénue « Sulte 213 » Louisvilie, Kentucky 40207-5072 = P: 502.893:0460 « mhaky@mhaky.org




" Motrd Unitdd Way
934 Eést Broadway
PO Box g488

Loulsville KY 402040438

phiso2'5832821 |
fi: so2583-0330

Oldhans County
PO Boxsa
laGrange KY 4003
phi 502 2227172
fx: 502 633-14506

Shelby County

179 Alpine Drive
Shettiyvlite KY 40065
pha 502 633-4484
fx: 502 6331406

Clark; Floyd-dnd -
Harrison Countles
%05 E. Court Avenue
.Suite 3, PO Box 476
Jelfersanvitle IN
471300476

plit 812 2827587
fx: 812 206415

Méetio United Way

Aptil 2, 2013

Gomissioner Lavyence Kissnor

Cabinet for Health-and Family Services
Deparimont of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Maln Stieet, 5W-A

Frankfost, K'Y 40621

Re; Suppore-for Medieaid Expangion '

DéaiCothimissiorer Klssiiet:

| T wifting to support the desision fo expand Medisaid eligibility in Kentucky.

Medicaid coverage should be expanded fo cover individuals-and families with 1acomes
up to 138% of federal paverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The '
expinsion ds 4 Sppottunity 16 énhaabe the health of Kentheky: Tt is & great bavgtiin for
the Comiionwealth. This isa greaf chance to hetter Kentueky's hedlth status and .

. ceojoiy.

‘Here are yome-of the reasons we hope.you fake advantage of this chance:

At Teast 621,000 Kentuckians eurrently ato uninsired, Ovér 400,000 of thient

corild b coveied by flio exparision. ,

o Having so many uitinsured affetfs all 6f us, The-afinial costs assoctated with

uttinsured Kentuoktans wie gstimated at fifore than §1 billion. -

Kenfuoky curiiéiitly fanks as one of the Worst stated in the fiation i teitas of

smbrtality, cancer, and cardicvasoulat dissase. Research by the Harvard Sghool'of

Public Healih suggests that by expauding coverage, Kenfucky-canxeduce it death

rate by 6%, , ' o

&  Thefederdl sovetiment wiflcover 1009 of the cost for thengwly sligible for.
thuee years, Kenfuoky can cover hundreds ofthousands of ifs citizens at no cost.

o Medicaid sxpanslon conld add almost 15,000 jobs foour goonomny; :

]

Meto United Wiy’s vision is a commuiimity Whose pgoplé dcliieve theirfullest potential
thioiigh editcation, Tinttiofal stability, aud healthy Hves, Waknow thatacceisto
fielthicare has fings lmpact on parerit’s ability fo mainain a stable household and-support
their shildren’s educational syecess. Bdueational success is ou top priority for oux
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gotimivnity —we aspne for all childveii to éntér kmdez girten ready to 18arh and all youtli
to graduate Ingh school pzepaled for coﬂege work and life, ' .

Thatis oiily-a fiaction of the many reasons why expansion is a ,good idea for Kenfucky.
Wa hope yor will agree with us and move foiwird With the expansion: -

Sincersly, |

Prosident & GHD
Metro United Way
Joefolan@metrounitedway.org -




PO, Box 4533 502.584-4858

Melropolfian
Housing | outsvifa, KY 402044533 -} 5024526718 FAX
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April 4, 2013

Cormrissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A

Brankfort, KY 40621

Re: Suppoxt for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissionet Kissﬁer: ‘
s Focused on fatr and affordable housing issues in the

since its origin in 1989, MHC has over 350 members
ig necessary for all people to thrive

The Metropolitan Housing Coalition hd
Louisville Metropolitan Statistical Area
who share the belief that fair and affordable standard housing

and participate in our great Commonyvealth.

. Health care costs have long been a bartder for househol&s to enjoy stabfé, affordable and standard
housing and MHC has had reposts on how health and health costs prevent people from having
talking about the hard choices people had to make in

stable housing. MHC did foous-groups
either purchasing medication and paying rent, MIIC did a study of all residential foreclosures
filed in a six month period and conducted interviews with people in foreclosure and found that .

medical costs were frequently a si gnificant factor in losing a home to foreclosure.

Our reports and those of the Louisville Metro Department of Health and Wellness show that

there are tertible health outcomes in areas with low-incomes, including high munbets and

percentages of residents without health care coverage. This is a life or death issue.

cision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. Medicaid
coverage should be expanded fo cover individnals and families with incomes up to 138% of

federal poverty lovel as intended by the Affordable Care Act, ‘The expansion is an opportunity to
enhance the health of Kentucky. It is & great bargain for the Commonwealth, Here are some of
the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance to better Kentucky’s health status and

geonomy: C e e ' _ y
ould be

[ am writing to s support the de

" Atloast 621,000 Kentuckians ousrently are uninsuted. Up to 417,000 of them o
covered by the expansion. "

®

e Having somany nninsured affects all of us, The annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuokians are estimated at more than $1 billion. o




¢ Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states m the nation in terms of tmortality,
cancer, and cardiovascular disease, Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years,

Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its cifizens at no cost,

° Aninfision of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy.
That money s not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to local healtheate providers.
Those dollars flow into the economy as indirect spending and boost the state budgst

thtough tax dollars.

That is only a fraction of the many teasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky., We hope
you will agree with us and move forward with the expansion, .

Executive Director
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DEPAREIENT FOR HEDICAID SEAVICES
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Apiil 15,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Depatiment of Medicaid Services

975 Fast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621,

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

T atn Wwiiting on behalf of the Migrant Network Coalition to support the decision to expand
Medicaid eligibility to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 1 38% of federal
poverty level, as infended by the Affordable Care Act: lie Migtant Network Coalition is 2
group of public and private organizations working {6 improve gervices for immigrants and
refugees by providing community education; raising awareness about bartjeis to equal

comuiunity patticipation, aid sharing information among service providers and with the
community at-laige thiouigh 4 fitwoik of nonpiofit orgaizations, Many of ouir members are
health care providers or involved in the liealth delivery system. ‘

We support the expansion because it is 8 historic oppoxtunity to enhance {he ficalth of Kentucky
at little costto the state. We also are paiticularly excited by the potential to veduce yacial aid

ethnic healthy disparities. -As you know, people of color aré more likely to have Jow-incomes and
be uninsured. For example, almost 70% of nonelderly white resldents hold employer-based
coverage compared to only 40% of L‘aﬁngs.l Additionally, as of 2008, racial and ethnic

iinoritiés comprised about 52% of all uninsured childless adults with incomes at ot below 133%

FPLZ Finally, peoplé with limited English proﬁc'ienc;&_face_additic_n1a1.b_at';'lers,togtec;;iving
health care and jobs that provide health instrance.

Overall, expanding Medicaid is gobd,fbr',K%_tuékj’S fealth and a sound business decision.
Given that the newly eligible population wiil be 100% covered by the federal government for the
fivst thre yeats, this is too good & deal to pass up. We strongly encourage you to work with
Governor Beshear to take advaitage of this opportunity and provide health coverage fo hundreds
of thousands of Kentuckians, '

e

t AM C. PHYSICIANS, RACIAL AND 'QETENLC‘DI_SPAEITIJE\S N HRALTH CARE -- UPDATED 5 (20 10).

2 K aiser Family Foundation, Bxpauding Mgglipﬁid_l}ﬂder Health Reforin: A. Look At Childless Adulis At or Below
133% of Poverty (April 201 0), available at http:ﬁtinyur}.¢0111/9_x5q11y95




Commissloner Lawrence Kissner
Aprif 5, 2013
Page 2

With the federal government’s generous match rate {ahd Kentucky's alrea dy high FMA_P')_ and
wide public support for expanding Medicald, the Medlcaid expansion Is not oniy the ethical thing to do,
but also the financially responsible decislon for Kentucky. In order for Kentiicky to take advantage of
the coming health policy chaiges, we néed to make sure that as much of our population has access to
quality care as possible.

Sincerely,

(illhsor M. A

William M. Altman, JD, Chair

Gabrlela Alcalde, MPH, DrPH, Vice-chalr
LaQuandra Neshitt, MD, MPH

Sheiry Babbage; DMD

Karen Cost, PhD

Michael Needfenan, MD

Connie Sorrell, MPH

Jerry Temes, MD

Antheny Zipple, PhD

Michael Auslander, DVM, Ex-Officio Member
Robert Stelner, MD PhD, Ex-Officlo Member
William B, Wagniet, Ex-Officlo Member

P,0, BOX 1704 400 EAST GRAY STREET  LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40362 5025746530 FAX 502,574.6588
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T Commlssmner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Departneit of Medicaid Services

" 275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissngr:

Monttcelio Medical Assoclates supporls the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kenfucky.
Asa “safety-net provider, we serve Kentncky’s low-inéome residents; including the Medicaid
popuIatlon as well as individuals and familjes who are uninsured. Our patients face tremendous
bariiers to care that contribite to soine of the worst health outcomss ini the country. Too oﬁen
Iow income uninsured Kentuckians experience long waits for appomtments and cannot access
caie uniil their condition bécomes severe enough to require expensive emergency carg or
hospltahzatlon By expanding Medicaid to cover individuals and families with incoines upto

- 138% of the federal poveity level, these barriers to care will be greatly wduced as our safety-net

strengthens across the state,

Medicaid expansion is an'opportmiity fo enhance the health of Kentucky and a great bargain for
the. Common,wealth Here are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky will tako advantag,e of this .
chance to better our health stams and economy:; . :

s Atleast 621 000 Kenmckmns cprrently are uniissured, Up to 417 000 of them could be”
covered by the eapansmn. : _

. & Having so many unitisured atfects all of us. The anntial costs assoczated w1th unmsured
Kenfucktans are es{nmted at more than $1 billion,




e Kentucky cunently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortahty,
cancer, and cardioyascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by c;\pandmg coverage Kentucky can reduce 1ts death rate by 6%. .

T

o The federal govemment WIII cover 100% of‘ the coqt for thie newly cligible for three years,

Kentucky ca cover hundreds of thous'mds ofits cxuzens at 1o cost. -

® An infusion of $11 bﬂhon dollars into Kenfucky wolld do wonders for our economy
. That imoney s not paid to Mcd1ca1d recipients, but rather to local healtheare pr oviders,
Those dollars flow into the econoiny as indirect spendlng and boost the state budget
through tax dollals

That is only a ﬁactlon of the many reasons why ¢xpansion is a good idea for Kentucky We hope

you will agree with us and work mth Secrelary Haynes and Govemm Beshea1 to move forwald

with the expansion,

Monticello Medical Associates stands ready to work with the Depaﬂment for Medlcald Servxces
to expand our capacity to provide comprehensive pnmary care semces to newly Med:cald- :
ehglble Kentucklans

Sincerel 2

Robert A; Parmelee, Administrator
Montlcello Medical Associates

One Soiith Creek Drive, Suité 102
Montlcello Ky. 42633 '




Mountsin Conprehensive Heallh Corporation.

March 28, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Prankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Mountain Compichensive Health Corporation supports the decision to expand Medicaid
eligibility in Kentucky. As a safety-net provider, we serve Kentucky's low-income
residents, including the Medicaid population as well as individuals and families who are
sninsured. Our patients face tremendous barriers to care that contribute to some of the
worst health outcomes in the country. Too often, low income uninsured Kentuckians
experience long waits for appointments and cannot access care until their condition
becomes severe enough to require expensive emergency care or hospitalization. By
expanding Medicaid to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 138% of the

. federal poverty level, these barriers to care will be greatly reduced as our safefy-net

strengthens across the state.

Medicaid expansion is an opp ortunity fo enhance the health of Kentucky and a great
bargain for the Commonwealth: Hore are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky will
take advantage of this chance to better our health status and economy:

e At least 621,000 Kentuckians cﬁfrenﬂy are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them could be
. covered by the expansion. :

Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsured
. Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion. .

Kentucky curr_enﬂy ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality,
cancet, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health

suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce iis death rate by 6%.

,...
\




e The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three yeats.
Kentucky can cover-hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

e An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy,
‘That money is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to local healthcare providers.
. Those dollars flow into the economy as indirect spending and boost the state budget

_through tax dollars.

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expausion is a good idea for Kentucky.
We hope youwill agree with us and work with Secretary Haynes and Governor -Beshear

to move forward with the expansion,

Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation stands ready to work with the Department
for Medicaid Services to expand our capacity to provide comprehensive primary care
services to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians.

Smcelely,
isf L. M Caudill

L.M. (Mike) Caudill, CEO

Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation
POBox 40

226 Medical Plaza Lane

Whitesburg, KY 41858

(606) 633-4823 (W)

(606) 633-1874 (F)

EMC/ime: Medicald Bxpansion, lr of support 3-27-2013




808 Monticello Strect

1] E@ %E@Efﬁﬁ g;@ : Somerset, Kentucky 42501
‘ % " % E[ K@@Eﬁ@ %7 - . “Telephone: 606.451.6935

HAR 2 § 2013 ‘ Fax: 606-677-4052
DEPARTALN] FOR HEDIGAID SERVICAS Helpliue; 1-800-257-5081
) - QFACE OF THE COMMISBIONER (Toll-free in Kentucky)
Match25, 2013 _ Email: namiky@bellsouth.net
' Website: kynami.org

National Alilance on Menlallliness

Commissioner Lawrence Kissnet
Cabinet for Health and Family Seivices
Department of Medicaid Sexvices

275 East Main Stuect, 6W-A.
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion '
Dear Cominissioner Kissnes:

T am writing to support the deoision to expand Medicaid eligibility in RKentucky. Medicaid
covetage should be expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes up.to 138% of
federal povetty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act, The expansion is an opportunity to
enhance the health of Kentucky. It is a great bargain for the Commonwealth, This is a great
chance to betier Kentucky’s health status and economy. Here are some of the reasons we hope

you take-advantage of this chance:

At léast-621,000 Kentuckians currently axe uninsufed. Oves 400,000 of them could be
covered by the expansion,

a -

o Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion,

o Kentucky cortently ranks as ons of the wost states in the nation in ferms of mottality,
cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Reseatch by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three yeats.
Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost,

o Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our économy.

That is ofily a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky. ‘We hope
vou will agree with us and move forward with the expansion. '

Sincerelsf,‘ C
Cathy Epperson L
Executive Director
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Nations! Assoctallon of Soclol Workets

Kentucky Chapter )
76 C, Michae} Davenport Dr. Ste. 4 B 0 8 o g 1
Frankfort, KY 40601 & Eé#’ el | Ef e ;5::3 i
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March 26, 2012 1 HAR 2 7 a0
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Commissloner Lawrence Kisstet . - Fice op r};;’éaf;g“ Sehvices §
) WGNEH

Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicald Services

275 East Main Sireet, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion .

Dear Commissioner Kisstier,

Our otganization is writing on behalf of the over 5,000 social wotkers in Kentucky as well as our -

Inerable eitizens in the commonwealih, to support the decision fo
ky. Medicaid coverage should be expanded to cover
to 138% of the federal povetty level as intended by the

clients, who are the most vu
expand-Medicaid eligibility in Kentuc
individuals and families with incomes up
Affordable Care Act.

ith individuals and families who ate hampered by the
health care system. There are currently 621,000 uninsured Kentuckians and over 400,000 of
thern could be covered by the expansion of Medicaid, By expanding Medicaid, Kentucky would
be taking a giant leap in not only improving the health of its citizens, but also the economy. In
doing so, we can alleviate systemic issues associated with poverty-substande use, child abuse,
and domgstic violence, Eliminating barriers to health care coverage would greatly assist sooial
workers by taking away those things impeding the functioning and wetl-being of individuals and

families. '

Day in and day out social workers meet w

An important picce to Mediceid expansio

cost for the newly eligible for three years, The question now becomes, why would wenot do

this? The retusn on invesiment includes taking away the $1 billion associated with uninsured
Kentuckians and creating 15,000 jobs. These are only a fraction of reasons why expansion is a
good idea for Kentucky, We hope you will agree with us and move forward with expansion.

Sincerely,
G Hs~-

Jordan Wildermuth, MSW, CSW
Exécutiye Digector

etk

n is that the Federal government will cover 100% of the - -




@~ NORTON
BN\, HEALTHCARE | RO, Boy 35070

NortonHealthcare.com Loutsvlle, KY 40232-5070
. 302-620-5025

April 30,2013

The Honorable Steven Beshear

Governor of the Commomnsvealth of Kentucky
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Governor Beshear,

We are writing 1o voice our support for the expansion of the Medicaid program in Kentucky under the

federal Affordable Care Aci.

Given the Cominonwealth’s poor health status-- the nation’s highest mortality rate and rankings among
expanded coverage will help eliminate barriers

the highest in cancer, cardiovascular disease and obesity
to care. Additionally, the availability of an additional $11 billion from the federal government could
help almost half of Kentucky’s uninsured or 417,000 citizens and boost the siate’s economy.

We stand ready to help find ways to further advance the health and weilness of all Kentuckians.

incerely,
ﬁssel] F. d

President and Chief Operating Officer
Norton Healtheare

cc: CHFS Secretary Audrey Haynes




PARK DUVALLE
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

March 28, 2013

Comiifssiongr Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health gnd Family Services
Depattment of Medicaid Services
.275 East Main Strect, 6W-A

Prankforl, KY 40621

"Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissmer:

As the oldest non-profit ‘federally qualified healthi cgiter ih Mefro Loufsville and the
Commanwealth of Kentucky, Park DuValle Comihunity Health Center is déeply committed to
improving health, wellness and the quality of life in the communities we serve by providhig

safe, high quality, accessible and afforddble preventive and primary health care. In light of this

mission, we fully support (

the lives of some of the most vulnerable residents of the Commonvwealth. Therefore, Park

DuValle, Community Health Center, Inc. -wholeheartedly supports the decision fo expand
“Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. As a safety-ngt provider, We sefve Kertueky®s low=inconie
residents, including the Medicaid population ag well as individuals and families who are
Jininsured. Our patients face tremendous barriers to care fliat contribute to some of the worst
health outcomes in the couniry, Too often, low income L[ﬁjnsﬁi'qd.Kejlluclijans experience long
waits for appointnients and cannot access care until their condition becomes severe enough to
require” expensive emergency care or hospitalization. By txpanding Medicaid to cover

individuals and Families with incomes up to.138% of the federal poverty level, thesc barriers to-

carc will be greatly reduced as our safely-net strengthens across the slate,

Medlcaid gxpansion is an opportunity (o enhance the health of Kentucky and a great bargéin for
- the Commohiwealth. Heto are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky will take advantage of
this chance to better ur health status and economy! )

w Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured and up to 417,000 of them could
bé covéred by the expansion. ) :

e ‘Having so vany uninsured éffécts all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsuréd
. Kenfuckians are estimated at more than $1 billiof. :

o

efforts to improve the health and well-being of our commuhities and

oPark DuValle Comnwunity Health Center » 3015 Wilson Avenue o Louisv

. Primaiy care cenlers ewied aitd operated by Park DuValle Comnuunify Health Center, Ine,

www.pdehé.org

ePark DuValle at City View o 1013 West Chesinut Street » Loy

fle, KY 40211 o SOTT4-4101 » Fax S021775-6195 »
isville, KY 40203 » 5025842092 ¢ Fay 502/384-3715
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& Keiickycfiitpitly fditks asongi the states haviig 15 ighest Ievols i fhe ation o teiis
of niortality, canicer, and cardioviscular disease. Réscarch by the Harvard School of
Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce ifs death rate by
- 6%' . . . - . ‘. . ) N
& The fedoral government will cover 100% of the cost for newly éligible :Ke_l_l'l‘:t‘tf:ky
- 1ésidents for three years. Kenticky edn tovei hundreds of thausands of its citizens at no
cost. . :

e- An infusion of $11 billion doftars into Kentucky would do {vdndqrs for pur ceonomy.
The sfioncy infused into our economy is not paid fo Medicaid recipients, but ¥ather to

- local healthcate providers in communities thronghout the Commonwealth. Those dollars

" flow into the economy as indirect spending and boost the state budget thiough tax dollars,

The above facts aré onty a few of the many reasons why expansion fsa good idea for the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. We hope you will dgyee with ug and work with Scaretary Haynes
“and Goverhor Beshear to move fofward with the expansion, . -

Park DuVille Community "If‘Ieg.lth -Ceqter, ‘.Lfnt,‘:,"_&;gﬂ;}_s ready tb‘_WQi‘k with the i)epa'r,tirigenl‘?{)r
Medicaid Services to expand our capacily to provide comprehensive primay care services to
newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckiaus. C

"S'incerely,

AL

Anthony Opofasala, DriPH, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer
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£ THE PARTNERSHIP COUNCLL -
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Coritssioiies Livigncd Kissior . CEICE OF THE G

T e R £

Cibinet Tor Health and Family Services
Dieparlment of. Medicaid Services

275 Bast Maii Sjreef, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for WMedicald Expansion

Dear Comissioner Kisgner:

Osi ghalf of Pagsport Health Plan’s Partnership Council, pledse aceept this letterin suppoit of the decision to

ppand Medicdid shigibility in Kentugky for individuals and families with incomes up fo 138% of federal

povertyfovel.asi ntended by the.Affordable Care Act. ‘The expansion is an oppottunity to enhance the Tealth

- of Kentucky and have the federal government cover 100% of tho cost for the-newly eligible for fhreg years:
This 1s & chaiice o better Kentucky's heaith stafus by sddressing the following issues:

o Afleast 521,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Over 400}0005? {tiem could be covered by the

expansiotl,

° Hﬂ'\'ﬁﬁ‘g soTilany infrisuied affects all ofud,
ate estimated at more than $1 billion,

o Koniucky curgently ranks as oile of the Worst states in thé nd
cardiovascular-disease. Resensch by the Harvard School of P
coveiape, Kentugky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

The annual ¢osis assoolated with dﬁiii‘s'ui'é,d Keiifuckians

jon in terms of moriality; céhb_é_r,- and
ublic Health suggests {hat by.ekp,an’d.in I

"That js-oily a fraction of flte many reasons why expansion is good idea forKentieky. e lope youriwill agree

wifh ug andimove forward with the expansion.

passport Health Dlait is.a unique pablic-privite 1_)‘armersh!_;:) viith flie Cofamonvealth of Kentuckyanda
provider sponsored Medicaid health plan serving mentbers in 16 Kentucky counties for the last 15 years, Oy’ .
nilssion is to improve the healih and qualily of ife of our members. : '

The Partiiership Cowicil is a-broad coalition 6f local consumeis and proyiders, indlnding consdiner
representatives, physicians, nufses, tiospitals, health departmets and ancillary providess. The Pacinership
Councit dysrsees Mahy Hsjects of Passpoit’s operations including quality, metnber and _paﬁen't satisfaction,

.and the primary care ncontive program.

Sincerdly,

ﬂw%%§awﬁb

Howatd ¥, Brageo, PhD- . .
Chairman, I’assportHeélth Plair’s Partiership Coungil -

HFBsh )
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sy 5100 COMMEREE CROSSINGS DRIVE

§02-585:750D / 800-578-0603
WOV PASSPORTHEALTHPLAN.COM

March 28, 2013
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Commissioner Lawrgnce Kissner “E Y ke
Cabinet foi Health snd Fam:ly Services. vo g s ‘
Department of Medicaid Services . . 0z
275 East Main Strest, GW-A LT
5. N . HL-(\ 1 A!&. S&
Fiankfoit, KY-40621 ey Wices

Re: Supyiort foi Médicaid Expansion
Dear Coniinissioner Kissher:

On behalf of Passpm:t Health Pldn, please accept this letter fn support of the decisioh foexpand
Meédicaid eligibility in Kentacky foriudividuals and families with incomes up fo 138% of federal
poverty level as infended by the Affordable Gare Acl, The expaiision is ai opportudity fo eharice
the health o}f‘Kentucky and havé the federaligoverninerit gover 100% of the cost foy the newly -
eligible fof thies yedrs, This is a chance 1o betfer Ken_tugky 's health status by addvessing the

following Issues:

o  Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians cutrently are uninsured, Over 400,000 of them could be

covered by the expatision,
Having so sitahy vhinguied affects all-of s, Theannbal costs #8sosiated with viifhsured

Kentuckians ate.gstimated at indve flian $1 billjon..
Kentuqky'culient]y ranks as pnie of {he worst states in the nation in ferms ofmor tahty, cancet,
and catdiovasculdr disease. Reseatel by the Harvad Scheol of Public Health sugges(s that

by expandlng coveiage, Keitucky can réduce ils death rate by 6%.

That is onlya ﬁactlon bf the many 1easons why expaﬁsmn is goodl idea for Kentiicky, We hgpe you

LH

Passport Health Plainis 4 unique pub]lc—pnvate paiinelslup with the Commonwealth of Kentucky and
a provider;sponsored Medicaid heglih plan ser ving menibets i 16 Keitucky counties'for the last 15
years. Qur fiission is to mlpmw ha hedlth aiid qu':hty of fife of our members.

Mot

' Markf'B. Catrter _
Chief Bxecutive Officer

Sincerely,

Afptbi. & ;./,-L(}

William B. Wagner
Chaitman of the Board

WEWMBC:sb

LOUISVILLE, KY' 40229 -
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PLOML ADVOCATING RECOVIRY

People Advocating Recovery is a statewide group of concerned Individuals work%ng to eliminate .
barriers to recovery from addiction.

April 4,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 BEast Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621 ’

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion -

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

1 am writing to support the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky.
Medicaid coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes
up to 138% of federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The
expansion is an opportumty to enhance the health of Kentucky. It is a great bargain for
the Commonwealth, This is a great chance to better Kentucky’s health status and
economy. Here are some of the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance:

e At least 621,000 Kentuckians ounenﬂy are uninsured. Over 400,000 of them
could be covered by the expansxon

e Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with
uninsured Kentuckians are estimated at more thian $1 billion.

e Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of
mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of
Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death

 rafe by 6%.

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for
. three years. Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

PAR-People Advocating Recovery.
1425 Story Ave.
Louisville, KY 40205
502-552-8573
www.peopleadvocatingrecovery.org




e Medicaid expansion could add almost 15,000 jobs to our economy.

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky.

We hope you will agres with us and move forward with the expansion.

Sincerefy,

7 (f/;g%)/r

Michael W. Barry
CEO -
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Pike County Health Depqrfmeni’

119.8IVER DRIVE ~ PHONE {608) 437-5500
PIKEVILLE, KENTUGKY 41501

March 28,2013

- Conunissioner-Lawiéiice Kissner

Cablngf for Hedlth and Family Services
Dipsrtment of Medicaid Services

275 I2ast Main Street; 6W-A
Trankfoit, KY 4062]

Deur Cﬂ'mmissionar Kissner:

- On i}ch'tlf of the P}Le County Health Deparfimen, ‘Tam wu{mg to support the decision fo-expand

Medicaid eligibility in Ké'ntucky Medictid eoverage should beexpanded to cover individuals
anid faillisswith incoingsap to 138% of fedleral pbvel {y lavicl a8 intendeéd by the Aff'mtlable Care
Act, This expansion would provide an opportunity to-enhance thehealth of Kenfugky which -
nrifortinately [eids the idtion in poor health, Asthe Tijtérim Ditector of g county that léads
Keslucky in poor health, I feel we should most certainly take advantage of this chance to'improve

our he’a[l;h statusand ﬁconomy.

B

Wxth this expdnsxon, iploan add:honai 417,000 Keptuckians, mcfudmg 5; 127 xes‘ideuts of? Pike
Couiity; couild be covared by Medicaid. Tliis is an Qppommily 10 tmprove te effioicricy-aid
effectiveness of health cave for these individuals, A study: conducled by the Harvard-School of
Public Health guggc;sts thatby expanding covelage, Kuuitucky — which has the; lnghest mmfa]ily
rate jn the nation—eould qeduce:ls death rate by 6,/o

In addition to.Inpi own,s_1 ; tlig physmal healtli of ot state, Medicald expansion would a!so heive a
positive impagt.on- Ixentuoky s economy, The additional $11 billion fn federal dollars that would
be teceived would hot be paid to Medicaid mcmfents Lul rither to Joca] healtheaie providers.
Those dollats would then flow into the economy as jndivect-spending aid boost 1l state biidgef
througl tax doﬂms It seems Kenfucky cmmol afford lo pass uprihis historic opporfunity.

Ihave hs‘fed just a gouple of (lie regsons whthpansion is a good idea‘for, our state. Ihope you
will 'sglec with nte 'md move forvartl wnh {he expansion,

Slncclely,

C}@M/u&// ﬂ/nwéfm

Cynthia Hamillon -
Interim Public Health Dltcctm




}F‘hnned Pﬁzmzhood WERE HERE.
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March 28, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinét for Health and Faniily Services
Departmenf of Medicaid Services

275 Bast Main Street, 6W-A

Frankiot, KY 40621

Rer Support for Médicaid Expausion
Dear Cominissioner I{is‘sner:

Planned Parenthood of Kentucky suppotis the decision to gxpand Medgceud eligibility in
Kentucky. As a safety-net providét, wé serve Kejiticky’s low-income fesidents, including the
Medicaid population as well as individuals and faniilies who-are uninsured. Qur paflents face
{remendous barriers 1o care that contribuite to sonie of the-worst he alth outcomes in fhe country.
Too often, low i income uninsured Kentuckians experlence Iong waits for appomtments and
* cannot gecess care until their condition becomes severe enough fo requife expehsive emergency
care of hospitalization. By expandmg Medicaid to cover individuajs and families with incomes
up to 138% of the-federal poverty level, these bartiers to-cate will be greatly reduced as our

safety-net strengthens across tlie state, -

Medicald éxpangion s an  opportunity 16 enhaiicé thehigalth of Kentucky and a great bargain for
the Commonwealth, Here are some of the reasons we ‘hope Kentuoky will takeé advantage of this ‘

chance to better our health statug and. cconomy

¢ Atleast 621,000 Kenmcklans ourrently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them could be
covered by the expansion. '

e Havmrr 50 many umnsm‘ad affects all of us. The annual costs assoclaied with uninsured
Kentucktaus are estimated at more than'$1 billion. :

" e Kentuocky cuttently tanks as one of the worst states in the nafion in ferms of mortality,
cancer,.and cafdiovaséular digeasé, Researchi by the Haivard School of Public Health
suggests that by expandmg coverage, Kentucky can veducs its death rite by 6%.

o The foderal government will.cover 100% of the cost for the newly ehglble for'three yéars.
Kentucky caii cover hundreds 61 thousands of its oznzens atno cost.

o Aninfusion of $11 billioh dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our eéonomy
That money is not paid to Medicaid Teciplents, but rather to local healthcare prowders

g e T e e Ty

R AT




Those dol!ms flow info thie economy as ipdirect: speniding and boost the state budget
tilrough tax dollars.
“That is only a fraction of the many redsons why expansion is a good idea for Kentucky. We hope
you will agree with us and work with Secretary. Hayncs -aid Governor Beshear to move forwand
with the expahszon

Serviees to expand ol capabity to prowde comprehenswe f‘azmly pl anmng/reproduchve health
care services to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians. )

Sincerely,

(e A Sesfl

Patvicia A, Stauffer
Vice President, Stratégic -Ingp}ementz@hén
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~ ADVOCACY . L.
100 Ealr Oaks Lane, Third Floor Telephone: (502) 564-2967 TTY: (800) 3722088
Toll Free: (800} 372-2988 Fax: ( 502) £664-0848

Frankiort, Kentucky 40601

December 21, 2012

Secretary Audrey Tayse Haynes
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Office of the Secretary . .
275 E. Main St., 5W-A .
Frankfort, KY 40621

RE: Medicaid Expansion under the Affordable Care Act

Dear Secretary Haynes:

As you are aware Kei'ntuck\} Protection and Advocacy protects and promotes the rights

of individuals” with - disabilities through information, referra

advocacy. I write foday to urge the Cabinet for He
Medicaid expansion inKentucky under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Medicald

expansion would. provide .critically needed health coverage to Kentuckians with
disabllities and others, and patch the monetary. gap  that will be left, after the,
disproportionate share hospital (DSH) payments are reduced. S

The ACA as enacted required states to pro\}ide Medicaid coverage fo nearly all

individuals Under age 65 with Income
The U.S. Supiéme Court’s ACA declsion in National Federation

v. Sebelius made this requirerhent optional. States now
133% popullation (138% with the standard 5% of income disregard).

The ACA decislon kept Intact the law's significant reduction In DSH payments., DSH
~ payments help offset the uncompensated cost of charitabl
to -low-income Indlviduals.
reductions to be Interdependent—DSH goes down
income Individuals will
Medicaid coverage. If we choose not to expand, who will pay for their care?
As biést I underétand there are no up-front costs to
Medicaid to the 133% population: The federal matc
through 2016 and It will gradually diminish to about 90% in
permanently. According to the Kalser Commission on Medicald and the Uninsured,

ey t Llaatth and Human Sanvices.

|, training, and legal
alth and Family Services to support

is at or below 133% of the federal poverty level.. -
of Independent Business

have the choice of covering _the

e and safety-net hospital care

The Congress designed Medicaid expansion and DSH
while the 133% get covered. Low-

still seek hospital care regardless of whether Kentucky expands

Kentucky If we choose to expand
h for expanded Medicald Is 100%
2020 where it will remgain
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Haynes
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Medicald expansion would reduce Kentucky’s uninsured population by more than 55%.

We -can reduce Kentucky’s uninsured population by more than half with the federal

government paying all or most of the cost.

Further, a report by the Urban Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,
analyzing the savings each state would realize as a result of expanded health coverage
under the ACA, estimates Kentucky could save as much as $828 million from 2014 to
2019. : . : '

Many P&A eligible clients currently rely on Medicald but unfortunately, many other PRA

eligible clients are uninsured. Expanding Medicaid will insure coverage-for the vast -
majority of those uninsured and mend the DSH monetary gap. Kentucky P&A supports -

ACA Medicald expansion.

Please let me know If you need any assistance from P&A on this critical issue.
Season’s Greetings!

Slncerely,'

Norstba Wocunsmidd],
Marsha Hockensmith '

Director
Kentucky Protection & Advocacy

! http://www.kff.org/medlcald/upload/§384.pdf
2 http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDE/412361-consider-savings.pdf




. Public Life Foundation of Owensboro
401 Frederica Street, B-203
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301

Mafch 28,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6 W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Expanding Medicaid makes sense, and it’s the right thing'to do

Dear Commissioner Kissnet: .

I encourage you to expand state Medicaid eligibility to include coverage of individuals and
families with incomes up to 138% of federal poveffy level, This was the intent of the federal

_ Affordable Care Act.

This is the ljight thing to do. It will improve the health of Kentuckians. And it makes economic
sense.

Let’s cover 400,000 of our 600,000 dm'nsured Kentuckians.

Let’s reduce cost by enabling more people to receive preventive care.

Let’s help Kentucky become one of the healthze.st states in the U.S. (rather than one of the
sickest),

Let’s create 15,000 jobs by expanding Medicaid.

" Our foundation facilitates broad and meaningful citizen participation in community decisions
- and public policy. In our health care forums, we consistently hear fiom people who are frustrated
and victimized by our health care system. By expanding Medicaid coverage, we will provide
vital assistance for many uninsured and underinsured individuals and families in Kettucky.

- Sincerely,

Rodney Berry
President




April 5,2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:
Idirect the statewide asset building coalition called Raise Kentucky. Our overall emphasis is o

assist every Kentuckian to become economically self sufficient.” Expandmg Medicaid coverage
is critical for economic self sufficiency.

1 am writing to 5 support the decision to expand Medicald eligibility in Kentucky. Medicaid
coverage should be expanded to cover individuals and families with incomes up o 138% of
federal poverty level as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The expansion is an opportunity to
enhance the health of Kentucky It is a great bargain for the Commonwealth. Here are some of
the reasons we hope you take advantage of this chance to better Kentucky s health status and

€conomy:

At least 621 000 Kentuckians cu:renﬂy are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them could be
covered by the expansion. :

Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated at more than $1 billion. :

Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in terms of mortality, -
cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard School of Public Health
suggests that by expandmg coverage, Kenfucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.




o. The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years.

Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its citizens at no cost.

o Aninfusion of $11 billion 'dollars into Kentucky would do wondets for our economy, '_
That money is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to local healthcare providers.
Those dollars flow into the economy as indirect spending and boost the state budget

through tax dollars. .

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is good idea for Kentucky, We hope
you will agree with us and move forward with the expansion. We see Medicaid expansion as a

“Win-Win” for the Commonwealth of K'Y and all of her citizens striving to achieve economic

All the best,

selfsufficiency.
Amy Shir

25k

Raise Kentucky
Amy.shir@insightbb.com




SAFE HARBOR

of Northeast Kentucky, Inc,

Domestic Violence Shelter and Advocacy Center for Families
P.O, Box 2163, Ashiand, KY 41105 — (606) 329-9304 -- TDD 1.800-926-2150
Foax (606} 324-6855 — www.safeharborky.org

Monday, April 1, 2013
Re: Suppoit for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Comimissioner Kissner;

Safe Harbor writes in support of expanding Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky. Safe Harbor is an
emergency services shelter for survivors of domestic violence in Ashland. Expanding Medicaid will
directly impact the women, men and children who seek services at our shelter. We are part of a
network of crisis shelters across the state that recognizes the effect such an expans;on could have on

the 23,865 survivors we served last year.

According to a survey of uninsured Kentuckians, many are using all or most of their savings toward
healthcare. Others without proper health insurance are not filling prescnpﬂons not seeing specialists

and skipping much needed medical treatment.

Safe Harbor provides services to Greenup, Boyd, Carter, Elliot and Lawrence County. The 2010
census data shows that if Medicaid were expanded to 138% of the poverty level, 9,647 of uninsured
individuals under 65 in our Northeastem Kentucky service area would become eligible for Medicaid.
The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured found that 329,000 would become eligible for
Medicaid in Kentucky. This is an increase of 57% of uninsured individuals receiving coverage, the

largest of any other state.

Please join us in promoting a healthier Kentucky by'supporting this expansion.

Sincerely,

Ann Perkins .

Executive Director

Safe Harbor

“Creating homes free of violence”

T
OFPORTUNITY
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- Seven Counties Services, Inc.
www.sevencounties.org

S
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Forelinical appointments b’é e WEI MR E
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call 589-1100
or 1-800-264-8799 Cormlssicngr Lai o Kisai:
TOD-589-425 Corninissioner Lawretice Kissher
or 1,37"539%2“2’;9 Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Departinent of Medicaid Services

Corporale Office 275 East: Main Sureet, 6W-A
101 W, Mubammad AliBled.  Frankfore, KY 4062
Louisville KY 40202-1451 .
502-589-5600 . " PR SR S T et
FAX 507.589-8614 Re: Suppiort for Medlicald Expansion
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Dear Gommissioner Kissnery

| arwiitding to express.Seven ‘Counties Services' unqualified and-enthusiastic suppor€ for
4 decision toexpand Medicaid eligibility in Keritgeky, We belieye ghiat Medicald coverage
should expand to cover Individials and families With incomes {ip 1o 138% of fedeial
poverty fevel, as intended by the Affordable Care Act. The proposed expansion
réprésents an oppartinity to identify and deliver thousarids iorg fisdded seryices to
many more individuals In our region-who-suffer from mental-linesses and addiction and
whio expetlence developrisehtal ajvd Intellectual disabilities. Het'e are sore of ddditional
reasons that lead us to urge this administration to elect this opportunity to better
Kentueky's health statys and économy:

o Atlsast 621,000 K,éh‘tuékfi,ahs ‘cui'r-“en.tb( aré unpinsuigdh, Up to 417,000 of théni
could be coveied by the-expansion. .

e Having so many uninsuied 'affe,éts all of us, The annual costs associated with
-yuninsured Keiveudkians are estimated at moroe than $1 bilfion.

o Kengucky carréntly vanks as one of the worst statés i the natiofin teins of
mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard-Schoc]
of Public Héalth suggests that by expanding coverage, Kejitdicky can redugce its
death rate by 6%: ' :

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for--
thies years, . o -

o Aninfusion of $11 'Eif!ion dollars inte Kentiicky woild aid dur state’s econoniy.

That Is only.a fraction ‘of the niatty reasons why expansion 13-good idea for Kentucky.
We hope you will agree with us and move forward with the expansion. '

Sincerely,

Teoviding belmpioraf health, Anthén_y M. Zi.P :
eliémical depeindeiicy, iml President and CEQ
developmentnl disnbilitlis

Paipiing and services for Bullitt,

P s ek FF o+ AR PP




Sisters of Lotretto
515 Nerinx Road
Nerinx, KY 40049-9999

July 13,2012

Governor Steve Beshear
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100
Franlkfort, Kentucky 406 01

Dear Governor Reshear

the Supreme Court decision that uphcz]d most of the Afforduble

beleve strongly that health care is a right of each citizen. Our only
has the right to refuse the portion of the Act that expands Medienid

We are pleased with

FHealthcare Act. We

concern is that every state
eligibilily.

We ask you (o accspl {he Affordable Healtheare Acl’s provision 1o provide exl}andcd

Medicaid eligibility for Kentuckians. If you have alrenty decided to take part inthe

expansion, let this fetter be a support to that decision.

Sincerely,’ | -
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,Thanks for bemg one who makes off the difference. ?"WW (/"\ ‘
Becaize of you, men like Jeff ond Donnie can
capiinue to seek help of St. John Cener, find

hope, and move forvard. M \_Pm\,

THANKS FOR BELIEVIN
THEY'RE WORTH IT. .

T RARSEEG
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March 28, 2013

Comimissioner Lawrence Kissnor
Cabiret for Health aid Family Services
Departmerit of Medicald Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

Sterling Health Solutions, Ic. in a new commintity Health Centei In Kentucky, and ive fully support the decision fo
expand Medicaid eligibility in Kentucky, As a safely-not provider, we serve Kenifucky's Tow-income rosidents,
including the Medicaid population as woll as indjviduals and families who aré vringiired. Our paiients face
troemendous barriers {o care thit contribute to Some of the Woist hedlth outcomes in the coufitry. Too often, low
income uninsured Kenfuckians experience long waits for appointments and cannot access care yntil their condition

. bécomes severe enough to tequire expensive eni¢rency caré or hospitalizétion. By expanding Mesticaid fo cover
individuals and familics with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level, these barriers to care will be greatly
reduced as our safety-net strengtheris dcross the stata, . :

Medicaid expansion is a;qfop‘pdrumit)! to enbiance the health of Keptucky and a great bargain for the Commonwealth,

" Hero afe sorie bFihe reasons we hope Kentucky will take advintage of this chiance to better our health status and

economy:

e Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians ciirrently dre unindured, Up to 417,000 of them could be covered by the
‘expansion, ’ ' .

¢ Having s0 many uninsured affects all ofus. The annual costs associated with uninsured Keéntuckians are
estimated at more than $1 billion,

e Kentucky currently ranks as-one of the wors states in the fiation in terms-of mortality, cancer, and |
cardipyascular disease. Resedrch by the Harvard Sehool of Publio Healfh suggssts that by expanding
coverage, Kenfucky can r¢duce its death yate by 6%. . .

¢ “The federal governiiient will cover 100% of the cost for thenewly eligible for three years, Kentucky can
cover hiidreds of thousgnds of ifs oitizens at no cost,

» .Aninfusion of $11 billiou dollars into Kentioky would do wonders for our economy, That money s not
paidto Medicald recipionts, but rather fo local healthears providers. Those dollats flow into the economy as
‘indirect spending and boost the stafe bud,get;‘through"téx"ﬂoﬂqrs. - '

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion is a good idea for Kentucky. We hope you will agres with

us and work with Sceretary Haynes and Governor Beshear to move forward with the expansion. :

Sterling Health Solutions, Inc. stands ready to work with fhe Départment for Medlicaid Services to expand our
capacity to provids comprehensive primary care services to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians.

Sincerely,

Jennifer W. NeSmiith, MBA

CEO/Bxecutive Director ' .

Sterling Health Care ’ ' : _ Sterling Womens Care
209 N. Maysville Rd., Ste 200 - ’ . ' _ 15%5terling Avenue
Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 ) : . Mt Sterling, KY 40353

859-404-7686 ' ‘ 859-498-2323




LOCAL 227 UFCW

3330 Pinecroft Drive

S omanmall -
orman Ia Louisville, XY 40219-3011

502/582-3508
April 2,2013 _ 800/443-5191
Fax 502/582-9152

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Famlly Services

Department of Medicaid Services
275 East Main Street, 6W-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

e e T er gy
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“r+ o Lam writing to s support the decision to expand Medicaid ehglblhty in Kcntucky Me(f caid Coverage

should be expaided to cover individuals aind families with iricomes up to 138% of federal povesty
leyel as intended by the Affottdable Care Act. The expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health
of Kentucky. It is 4 great bargain for the Commonwealth. Here are some of the reasons we hope you
take advantage of this chence to better Kentucky s health status and econdpmy:-

L]

At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured, Up to 417,000 of them could be
covered by the expansion,

Having so many uninsured affects all of us. -The annual costs associaied with uninsured
Kentuckians-die estimated at more thait $1 billion.

Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states 1 the riation in terns of morlality, cancer,
and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Hatvard School of Public Health suggests that
by expanding coveiage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%.

The federal government will coyer 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years,
Kentucky ¢an_cover liundreds of thousainds of its citizens at no cost. ~

An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our economy, That
mongy is not paid to Medicald teclplents but rather to local héalthcare providers, Those
dollars flow into the economy as indirect spendmg and boost the state budget through tax

dollars,

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why e\:pansxon is good idea for Kentucky, We hope you
will ageee with us and inove forward with the expansion,

Sincerely,

Mar¥ RUSSOW
President

Marv Russow fﬂU "

President BT AVOICEFORVORKYG Ammmm

Mike Matuszak
Secretary-Lieasurer




Sincerely,

o g

Kyle Chafin
Co-Chair




‘ United Clinics of Kentucky . _
Nadeem Shaikh, MD 239 Mouantain Parkway Spur Srinivas Raputi, MD
Amy Terry, APRN " POBOX 220 : Reagan Poe, PA-C
Courtney Hager, APRIN Campton, KY 41301

606-668-6932 (phone) 606-668-3125 (fax)

March 28, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Family Services
Department of Medicaid Services

275 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support forMedicaid Expansion
Dear Commissioner Kissner:

United Clinics of Kentucky supports the decision to expand Medicaid eligibility In
Kentucky. As a’ safety-net provider, we serve Kentucky's low-income residents,
including the Medicaid population as well as individuals and families who are
uninsured. Our patients face tremendous barriers to care that contribute to some of
the worst health outcomes in the country. Too often, low Income uninsured
Kentuckians experience long waits for appointments and cannot access care until
their condition becomes severe enough to require expensive emergency care or
hospitalization. By -expanding Medicaid to cover individuals and familles with
incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level, these barriers to care will be
greatly reduced as our safety-net strengthens across the state.

" Medicaid expansion Is an opportunity to enhance the Bealth of Kentucky and a great
bargain for the Commonwealth. Here are some of the reasons we hope Kentucky will
take advantage of this chance to better our health status and economy: - ' '

o Atleast 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Up to 417,000 of them
could be covered by the expansion.

Having so many uninsured affects all of us. The annual costs assoclated with un-
insured Kentucklans are estimated at more than $1 billlon. e .

" Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in the nation-in terms of
mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular disease. Research by the Harvard
School of Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky can

reduce its death rate by 6%.

‘




United Clinics of Kentucky'

Nadeemn Shaikh, MD . 239 Mountain Patkway Spur Stinivas Rapusd, MD
Amy Terry, APRN . POBOX220 Reagan Poe, PA- C
Couttney Hager, APRN © Campton, KY 41301 : :

606-668-6932 (phone) 606-668-3125 (fax)

" e The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for
three years. Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of its ¢itizens at no

cost, '

An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky would do wonders for our’
economy. That money is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to local
healthcare providers. Those dollars flow into the economy as indirect spend-
ing and boost the state budget through tax dollars.

That is only a fraction of the maﬁy reaso;as why expansion is a good idea for Kentucky.
We hope you will agtee with us and work with Scoretary Haynes and Governor Beshear

to move forward with the expansion.

United Clinics of Kentucky stands ready to work with the ]jepaﬁment for Medicaid
. Services {o expand our capdcity to provide comprehensive primary care services to newly

Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians,

Sincerely,

Di. Nadeem Shaikh M.D.
Medical Director
United Clinlcs of Kentucky
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Tuly 24, 2012

The Honorable Steve L. Beshear
State Capitol

700 Capitol Ave., Suite 100
Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Governor Beshear:

We are writing o ask youto stand with hard-working Americans by publicly affirming that you
intend to expand'your Medicaid grogram, which will protect struggling Americans from health
risks and financial uncertainty. Since the Supreme Court’s ruling on the Affordable Care Act
several governors have stated they will not implement the law by expanding Medicaid in their
states. We have serious concerns that governors will refuse the Medicaid expansion for
misguidéd political reasons and will prevent more than 17 million Americans who need coverage

from receiving increased access 10 health care.

The Medicaid expansion provides high-quality health care coverage for individugls eaming less
than $15,000 a year. Once the expansion takes place millions of Americans will liave access toa
family doctor and preventive care, which cost far less than emergency ot catastrophic medical
care. Without the expansion, hospitals and doctors will continue to incut the high costs 0 f caring
for the uninsured, resulting in shifted costs that make coverage less affordable for those with

insuraiice.

The federal government currently provides states 57% of their Medicaid funds on average and all
50 states have chosen to- participate. Under the Affordable Care Act, the federal government will -
provide 100 percent of the expansion funds for the first three years and 90 percent of the funds
after 2020. States that currently have the lowest Medicaid coverage levels, like Alabama and
Texas, stand to benefit most fiom federal payments to expand coverage. What’s more, states that

reject Medicaid expansion will Jose out on au opportunity to create jobs in the health care sector.

Each day children and adults contract minor illnesses that go untreated and become major 01es—
or are diagnosed with major illnesses that become tragic. Health care needs ave inmmediate and
families should not have to postpone treatment until after an election. We ask that youtefuse to
play politics with people’s health and publicly support expanding health care access to the
thousands of people in yout-state who need it today.

Sincerely, W A ; ﬁm\}

Keith M. Ellison
MEMBER OF CONGRESS ° . MEMBER OF CONG

D

PRINTED OH AECYCLED PAPER
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lealthCare.

May 7, 2013

The Honorable Steve Beshear
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100
Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Governor Beshear:

On June 28, 2012 the United States Supreme Court upheld most of the provisions of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). However, the Court restricted the
federal government’s ability to withhold federal Medicaid funds if a state elects not to
institute the expansion of its Medicaid program to include individuals who are at or
below 133% of the Federal Poverty Level, This effectively gave the Commonwealth of
Kentucky a choice whether to expand coverage under Medicaid. .

As you know, the federal government is required to provide 100 percent of the
necessary funding for the expansion population during each of the first three years of
the program and will provide at least 90 percent of the necessary funding after the year
2020. In Kentucky, there are approximately 288,000 Kentuckians who could become
eligible for Medicaid if you choose to expand the program. Expansion of Medicaid will
provide millions of dollars to Kentucky for coverage so patients are able to more
appropriately access care,

UK HealthCare serves the health care needs of a significant number of uninsured
individuals. Many of these uninsured residents currently utilize our emergency rooms
for non-emergent conditions which could be more appropriately and inexpensively
treated by a primary care physician or an urgent treatment center. Expanding Medicaid
coverage to include these uninsured individuals will allow them to access care in more
coordinated manner and improve our ability to effectively manage both acute and
chronic conditions for this vulnerable population.

UK HealthCare also faces significant reimbursement cuts which are mandated by the
ACA, including reductions to our Disproportionate Share Hospital Payments. These
reimbursement cuts without additional coverage for individuals would potentially put
our ability to serve Kentucky's most vulnerable population at risk.

I recognize the difficultly you face in making such public policy decisions, but ] believe
that expansion of Kentucky's Medicaid program under ACA to provide coverage for
these vulnerable populations would serve to improve the overall health of Kentuckians.

1 look forward to your decision.

Sincerm’()

Michael Karpf, MD
Executive Vice Presidefit for Health Affairs
Office of the Executive Vice President for Health Affairs

University of Kentueky « 317 Wethington Building * 00 South Limestone « Lexington, Kentucky 40536-0200
Phone: {859} 323-5126 « Fax: {859) 323-1918 « wwwv.ukhealthcare.uky.edu




David L. Dunn, M.D., Ph.D.

% UNIVERSITY OF
I J L 3 lr’ Executive Vide Prasident for Health Affairs
I OL J” L)\/l“ [L Professor of Surgery, Microblology and Immunology
Apil 2,2013

The Honotable Audrey Haynes
Secretary, Cabinet for Health and Family Services
275 Bast Main Strect, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621 APk 01 oy
A
Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion gf???’i}'f 1 L i A1 Stiviopg §

Opr[{f

T irn,
—

Dear Secretary Haynes:

T am exfremely pleased to provide my suppoit of the proposal to expand Medicaid eligibility in
Kentucky aind assure that all of its eitizens have access to high quality, affordable health care. A great
bargain for the Commonwealih, expanslon of Medicaid eligibility provides an opportunity to make
prevention .a priovity for Kentucky’s health policles ‘and programs, improves the efficiency and
effectiveness of health care for all Kentuckians, and thus enhances the health of Kentucky, including
ifs children. Here are some of thg redsons we hope you take advantage of this chance to betfer

Kentucky’s health status and economy:

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians cnirently are uninsured; Medicaid coverage should be expanded
to cover individuals and families with incomes up to 133% of the federal poverty level;

e Having so many uninsured affects all of us; annual costs associated with uninsured
Kentuckians are estimated at mote than $1 biilion;

o Kentucky curréntly ranks as one of the worst states in the nation in tefths of mortality, cancer,
and cardiovascular disease; research by the Haivaid School of Public Health suggests that by

expanding coverage, Kentucky can reduce its death rate by 6%;

o The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the newly eligible for three years,
which will enable Kentucky to cover hundreds of thousands of its ¢itizens at no cost;

o An infusion of $11 billion dollars into Kentucky over the next five years would have a
significant impact on the economy since the money will be paid to local health care providers
ensuring that the dollars will flow Into the economy as indirect spending boosting the state

budget through tax dollars.

In closing, thank you for the oppoxtumty to comment on Kentucky’s proposal to expand Medicaid
eligibility. I believe fhat this proposal is key to nnploving the future health of all Kentuckians, and

encourage you 1o move forward with the proposed expansion,

Sincerely,

David L. Dunn, M.D., Ph.D.

University of Louisvllle » 323 East Chestnut Streef ¢ Loulsvifle, KY 40202-1823
P: 502,852,6184 F:502.852,6849 E:dldunn0i@loulsville.edu Wi louisville.edu




MCKEE
1010 Main Street Sewth
Mk, Kentiocky, 4047

P 506.287.7104.

F 606 287.3323

BEREA
104 Legncy Drive
* Beran, Kenlucky, 40403

P £50,086.2323
¢ B50.086.7728

BEREA PRUSARY CARE
305 Exeifl Steeet

Buren, Kentucky, 40403

p 850,085,1415
F 8550.086.6752

RICHMOND

401 Hightand Park D,
. Rithmoid, Kendncky, wH7S

p B58.626,7700
F 850.628,7703

IRYINE
. 30 Stag Lave Road
frolus, Kentudky, 40335

P 506.723.0865
F 606,723.0680

MT. VERNON

185 Neweomb Avpntie
Me, Fernon, Kentudky, 40456

p 6D6.256.2143
£ 506.256.9762

' access care untll their condition becomes severe

Opening the door 0 qualicy healtheare.

March 28, 2013

Commissioner Lawrence Kissner
Cabinet for Health and Famlly Services
pepartment of Medicaid Setvices

375 East Main Street, 6W-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Re: Support for Medicald Expansion

- Dear Commissioner Kissner:

port the decision to-expand Medicaid eligibility in
Kentucky. Asa safety-net provider, we serve Kentucky's low-income residents,
including the Medicaid population as well as [ndividuals and families who are
uninsured. Our patients face tremendous barriers to care that contribute o
some of the worst health outcomes in the country. Too often, low income
uninsured Kentucklans experience long waits for appointments and cannot

enolgh to require axpensive
emergency care of hospitalization. By expanding Maedicaid to coverindividuals
and familles with Incomes up +o 1389% of the federal poverty level, these barrlers
to care will be greatly red uced as our safety-net strengthens across the state.

White House Clinics sup

Medicaid expansion is an opportunity to enhance the health of Kentuck.'y.and a
great bargaln for the commonwealth, Here are some of the reasons we hope
Kentucky will take advantage of this chance to betterour health status and”

economy:

o At least 621,000 Kentuckians currently are uninsured. Up 10 417,000 of
them could be covered by the expanston. ' .

ured affects all of us. The annual costs associated )

e Having so many unins
Kians are estimated at more than 51 biliion.

with uninsured Kentuc

WHITE HOUSE
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° Kentucky currently ranks as one of the worst states in‘the natlon in terms
of mortality, cancer, and cardiovascular disease, Research by the Harvard
School of Public Health suggests that by expanding coverage, Kentucky

can reduce its death rate by 6%,

e The federal government will cover 100% of the cost for the nawly eligible
for three years, Kentucky can cover hundreds of thousands of Its citlzens

at no cost,

® Aninfusion of $11 hillion dallars into Kentucky would do wonders for our’
economy. That money Is not paid to Medicaid recipients, but rather to
local healthcare providers. Those dollars flow into the economy as-
indirect spending and baost the state budget through tax dollars.

That is only a fraction of the many reasons why expansion Is a good idea for
Kentucky. We hope you will agree with us and work with Secretary Haynes and

Govemor_ Beshear to move forward with the expansion,

White House Clinlcs stand ready to work with th'e Department for Medicald

Services to expand our capacity to provide comprehensive primary care services.
to newly Medicaid-eligible Kentuckians.

Sincerely,

' Stephante Courtright Moore, MPA, CMPE
Chief Executive Officer




Pmail: CynthiaG.Timpeslo@iy.gov
114 North Second Street

Williamsburg, Ky. 40762
Phone; (606) §49-3380 Fax: (606) 5493362
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Whiﬂey County Health Departrnént

March 25,2013 | RECE B
" Commissioner Lawrence Kissner ' UAR 7 § 101
Cabinet for Health Family Services -
Depattment for Medicaid Services A jﬁfi;z‘igu‘ﬁ;;: SEAVICES
975 Bast Main Strect, 6W-A UGS

Frankfort, XY 40621
‘Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion
Doar Commissioner Kissner:

I serve as Public Health Director in the sountheastern Kentueky county of Whitley. I
would like to express my support for the Medicaid expansion available under the
Affordable Care Act, With at least 621,000 Kentuckians uninsured, T understand that
over 400,000 of these could obtain Medicaid coverage. With the high Medicaid ‘
match in our state, and the fact that the expansion will not cost the state of Kentucky
anything for several years, st would be remiss of us not to embrace this opporfunityl

I believe the infusion of federal dollars would also bolster our Kentucky economy. -

The indircet spending associated with payments to the healtheare providers will be &

hitley County area. As you know, the eastorn and southern

real plus inour W
' counties of Kentucky ate the most distressed counties economically, and tend to sce

the worst health outcomes, This Medicaid expansion can be real help to this area.

Thank you for your efforts in this matter; and please know that I support them, I
fook forward to a brighier, healthior futute for Kentucky! .

Respecfﬁﬂly,

C. Gail Timperio -

Public Health Ditector
Whitley County Flealth Depatiment

lll-‘tl.ﬂﬂﬂi.aii'ﬂiﬂ.“ﬂ-ﬁﬂll‘

Serving Whitley County since 1939,
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’ CGRISIS CENTER

> T Fownil Heie

Aprit 1, 2013

Re: Support for Medicaid Expansion

Dear Commissioner Kissner:

The Women's Crisis Center strongly supports expanding Medicaid eligibility in -
Kentucky. The Women's Crisls Center Is an emergency services shelter for
survivors of domestic violence that serves norihern Kentucky, We are part of a
network of crisis shelters across. the state that setved 23,866 survivors last year.
Many of the individuals seeking our services do not have health insurance.
Expanding Medicald will directly impacta survivor whose health is a priority on

her journey to self-sufficiency.

The Women's Crisis Genter provides services to Carroll, Gallatin, Owen, Grant,
Pendleton, Boone, Kenton and Campbell counties, The 2010 census data shows
" that If Medicaid were expanded to 138% of the poverty level, 23,953 of these -
individuals in our northern Kentucky service area would become eligible. The
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured found that 329,000 would
become eligible for Medicaid in Kentucky. This is an increase of 57% of
uninsured Individuals receiving coverage, the largest of any other state.

Acearding to a survey of uninsured Kentuckians, many are using all or most of
their savings toward healthcare: Others without proper health insurance are not
filling prescriptions, seeing specialists or simply skipping much needed medical

Treatn'_tent.

Please join us in promoting a healthier Kentucky by supporting this expansion.

Sincerely,
Pansha Cuofior
Marsha Croxion

Executive Director
Women's Grlsis Center

3580 Hargraye Drive o Helsron, KY 41048 « Phonet 859-372-8570 » T B59-65B-2656 o Webtitet wwwiweekyorg




